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THE CROSBYS 
OF CHARLESTOWN, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
by Robert I. Wester 


This family portrait was taken in October, 1860 on the fiftieth anniversary of the 
ordination of Rev. Dr. Jaazaniah Crosby (seated center). His son, Sylvester, is 
standing behind him. 


Sylvester Sage Crosby was born in the late winter of 1824. He was named 
after his maternal grandfather, Reverend Sylvester Sage of Westminster, 
Vermont. Unfortunately, Sylvester died on April 7, 1825 at only 13 months of 
age. 

Sylvester’s father, Jaazaniah, was born in Hebron, New Hampshire on 
April 3, 1780. At the age of 18, Jaazaniah walked 80 miles to Phillips Exeter 
Academy to begin his theological training. Two years later he entered Harvard 
College, graduating with the class of 1804. He was ordained Pastor of the 
parish in Charlestown, New Hampshire on the 17th of October, 1810. 


Reverend Crosby married Anne Parker of Wolfeboro, New Hampshire in 
April of 1811. Mrs. Crosby died a year and a half later following the birth of 
her daughter Anne. Two years later, on November 13, 1814, Jaasaniah and 
Huldah Robingon Sage were united in marriage. Their union was a fruitful one. 
Between 1815 and 1834 Huldah bore ten children though three of them died 
while infants. 

Jaazaniah Crosby is known for his written history, The Annals of 
Charlestown, now preserved among the collections of the New Hampshire 
Historical Society. In 1853 Harvard College paid tribute to Jaazaniah for his 
long and faithful service by conferring on him the Degree of Doctor of Divinity. 
Of cheerful disposition, younger clergymen called him “‘the Bishop” and he 
was well loved by parishioners. They were often heard to remark: *“*No man 
can say aught against parson Crosby.” 


Birthplace of Sylvester Sage Crosby, Charlestown, New Hampshire. 
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At five o’clock on the morning of December 15, 1864 the Crosbys were 
awakened to find their house on fire. Forced to flee the house, with the 
thermometer at zero and 12 inches of snow on the ground, Dr. and Mrs. 
Crosby along with their housekeeper escaped into the winter morning with a 
few precious heirlooms and a number of books from the library. The strain 
proved to be too much and Jaasaniah passed away two weeks later. 

Fortunately for American numismatics, the ninth child of the Crosbys 
assumed his deceased brother’s name and the Sylvester Sage Crosby of 
numismatic fame was born on September 2, 1831. A watchmaker by 
profession, Sylvester established a watchmaking business in Charlestown at 
the age of 17. He left New Hampshire to join other family members in 
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Cambridge, Masssachusetts where he opened a watchmaking and jewelry 
business at 240 Washington Street. In later years he moved the business to 43 
West Street in Boston. His residence in Cambridge was 21 Sacramento Street. 

Sylvester and Mary Elisabeth Capelle were married at Charlestown on 
September 1, 1855. Mary died on October 26, 1874. Like his father, Sylvester 
took a second wife, Mehitable Ackers, whom he married on September 15, 
1875 in Brookline, Massachusetts. The new Mrs. Crosby was known to the 
family as “‘Hittie”’. 

Sylvester Sage Crosby was a man with many interests. He cultivated 
mushrooms and also enjoyed archaeology and astronomy. His telescope was 
presented to the Proctor Academy Observatory in Andover, New Hampshire. 
Crosby, however, is remembered best for his intense interest in American 
numismatics. 

In April 1869 a masterly and exhaustive article by Sylvester Crosby on the 
cents of 1793 appeared in the American Journal of Numismatics. In his 1879 
work Ed. Frossard stated: ‘‘Far be it from our thoughts to appropriate any 
credit of originality in the description of the cents of 1793; we candidly 
acknowledge that in only one instance and that in the description of a reverse 
apparently unknown when Mr. Crosby wrote his article, have we been able to 
add any information not previously conveyed by him.” 

On Friday evening April 6, 1866 the New England Numismatic and 
Archaeological Society was formed. Dr. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff was named 
president. Crosby became the curator and religious devotee to the society. In 
1869 Charles Chaplin, vice president of the society, suggested the need for a 
publication giving a full account of the coins known by Americans as 
“Colonials” and Crosby was chosen to head the publication committee. Here 
lies the beginnings of the most authoritative historical, chronologically die- 
arranged monograph ever written on American numismatics. 

Crosby contacted the leading authorities of the day. From the Honorable 
Charles Bell of Exeter, New Hampshire came copies of acts and documents 
authorizing copper coinage for New Hampshire. Charles Bushnell, described 
by Crosby as “‘that indefatigable student”, supplied letters concerning 
Vermont, South Carolina and New Jersey coinage. Coins for illustration came 
from many collectors, including Matthew Adams Stickney, William Sumner 
Appleton, Jules Marcou, Bushnell and Dr. Charles Clay. 

Sections of The Early Coins of America and the Laws Governing Their 
Issue were first printed in the American Journal of Numismatics. It was 
published in 12 parts. The first part was issued in 1873 by the New England 
Numismatic and Archaeological Society and was printed by Charles Chaplin. 
William T. R. Marvin printed later parts andthe work was completed in 1875. 

It gained acceptance immediately and the leading coin cataloguers of the 
day, Frossard, Haseltine, Cogan, etc. referred to it often in their catalogue 
descriptions of colonial coins. Ted Hammer, librarian and curator of the 
American Numismatic Association at the time, wrote in the 1946 
Numismatist: ‘““Few more thorough works are available on any numismatic 
subject and despite the fact the work was published in 1875, it remains the 
standard work on American Colonials.” 
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Crosby’s work was first reprinted in 1945 by R. Green, copies having been 
in great demand though rarely available. The Token and Medal Society issued 
a reprint in 1965, reproducing popular California numismatist Ralph 
“Curley” Mitchell’s personal copy. The Early Coins of America appeared 
again in 1970, printed in reduced format by Burt Franklin. Eric Newman 
wrote an excellent forward for the latest reprint issued in 1974 by Quarterman 
Publications of Lawrence, Massachusetts. 

In 1897 Crosby updated his work on 1793 cents and also discussed 1793 
half cents. A collector of large cents, he once owned a proof-like presentation 
chain cent of 1793, Crosby 4-C, known by many large cent collectors as “The 
Coin.’ Of all the coins in Sylvester’s cabinet he perhaps prized most the 1783 
1000 Mill Pattern Dollar which appears, embossed in gilt, on the cover of the 
morocco-bound presentation advance copy of The Early Coins of America. 
_ Crosby was made an honorary member of the American Numismatic 
Society in 1876. In 1907 he was similarly honored by the American 
Numismatic Association and in 1908 by the Boston Numismatic Society. The 
American Numismatic Society again honored Crosby in 1930 by being the 
only American numismatic scholar to have his name cut into the frieze of the 
front facade of the Headquarters’ building. In 1970 he was elected by the 
American Numismatic Association to the Numismatists Hall of Fame. 
Through his masterpiece, The Early Coins of America, the name Sylvester 
Sage Crosby will live on among the immortals of North American 
numismatics. 


Le syuvesirig SACL en0SY 
“, stat. 2.1891 = AUB. BNE: 
as wee ® 

le MEHITABLE ACKERS CRO 


Sylvester Sage Crosby’s death certificate states that he died 
from stomach cancer. His final resting place is in the Monroe 
Cemetery, Lexington, Massachusetts. 
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SYLVESTER S. CROSBY’S HELIOTYPE ILLUSTRATIONS 
by Eric P. Newman 


The renewed enthusiasm for original issues of The Early Coins of America 
by Sylvester Sage Crosby has stimulated further bibliographical research on 
that monumental publication prepared from 1873 to 1875. 

One of its curiosities is the saga of the ten plates of coins for the book andthe 
obvious problems which arose in preparing them. These problems are evident 
from the many variations in the plates which were published one at a time in 
numerical sequence with each part of the book. To make multiple copies of 
these photographic images the Heliotype Patent had been used. 


Handwritten coin numbers 
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Small overprinted 
plate number 


Big Rag BE ain 
3 } Ve 
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number pasted on 


PLATE LIX. 


Large overprinted 
plate number 


Printed numbers pasted on 


On Plate I, the coin numbering and the two items of text on the background 
of the plate as well as the plate number in the top margin seem to be overprinted 
onto the heliotyped images. On Plate II and Plate III the coin numbers, text 
items and plate numbers were printed first, then cut out and pasted onto the 
coin background before the negative was made. From Plate VI onward the coin 
numbering is handwritten on the background before the negative was made 
while the plate numbers and the words HELIOTYPE PATENT seem to be 
overprinted after the heliotyping. There had to be a good reason for these and 
other changes because Crosby, being a perfectionist, naturally wanted the 
plates to be a major element in his book. 

The exposition of the details observed in some of these plates is presented as 
a challenge to bibliophiles and to owners of original issues or original loose 
plates to help piece together what occurred. 

The Heliotype process was invented in England in 1869 by Ernest 
Edwards. Bichromated gelatin was placed upon a waxed glass plate and 
exposed to the sun from the back through a negative photographic film. The 
gelatin was stripped off the glass and attached by a rubberized solution to a flat 
pewter plate. The unexposed gelatin was washed away with warm water 
leaving unaffected the areas of the bichromated gelatin which had been 
exposed to light. This produced a surface which would hold ink on the areas 
which were to be dark in the illustrations and be usable for printing multiple 
copies. 

In an examination of anumber of examples of Plate I, it becomes clear that 
some of the overprinting is off register as evidenced by the coin numbers 
touching or slightly overlapping some coin illustrations or not being centered 
between the obverse and reverse images. Since the overprinting apparently 
had to be done sheet by sheet a new procedure was adopted to avoid the 
registry problem. This new procedure involved pasted labels. What was 
originally overprinted was first printed on a blank sheet, cut out and pasted ina 
proper position on the background of the pieces to be illustrated. Then the 
negative and heliotype were made and no overprinting was necessary. This is 
clearly evident on Plate II and Plate II and on a few examples of Plate IV. A 
glance at these plates indicates the result was a disaster, as some numbering 
and text was discolored, unattractive and almost illegible. 

Most examples of Plate IV and Plate V have overprinted coin numbers, 
plate numbers and other text, using the same method employed in making 
Plate I. Apparently the original technique was reused because the change in 
Plates II and III had not improved it. Since it was necessary to include many 
coins onto each subsequent plate the registry problem in overprinting remained 
critical as to coin numbering. Thus another procedure was tried out, further 
revising prior methods. The coin numbering was applied to the background 
with handwritten ink numbers before photography. This included ink lines 
pointing to each obverse and reverse pairing. The plate number and 
HELIOTYPE PATENT text could then be overprinted onto the top and 
bottom margins of the heliotype without causing a complex registry problem. 
This procedure was used in preparing a few specimens of Plate V and 
apparently all of Plates VI, VII, VIII, LX and X. | 
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Additional evidence that overprinting was used after the heliotype plates 
were prepared is shown by a remaining example of an error in overprinting. 
There exists an unbound heliotype of the coins belonging on Plate V which 
includes handwritten coin numbering and on that example there is an 
erroneously overprinted PLATE IX in the top margin and HELIOTYPE 
PATENT is printed in the center of the bottom margin. When this plate was 
corrected with the proper plate number, the HELIOTYPE PATENT imprint 
was moved nearer to the left side of the bottom margin. These differences 
further confirm that overprinting was used. 

Reprints of Crosby cannot be relied upon for studying some of the actual 
variations in plates as certain liberties were taken in the reprints by cropping 
plates, moving or removing marginal imprints and making peripheral paste-up 
changes. 

Great care has been taken in this commentary to avoid stating whether the 
coins themselves, foil pressings, electrotype shells or other substitutes were 
used to make the photographic images for the plates. It has long been noticed 
that the edge on the left side, particularly the lower left side, of many coin 
illustrations has an applied darkening. Others have an uneven shadow in this 
area. It is obvious that the illustration of the obverse and reverse of the same 
coin make it impossible to make the plate from one exposure of the original 
coin. It also can be observed that there are no light and dark surface variations 
in the field of the coins as would normally be seen, except on Plate V coin 25. 
This would tend to show the use of a substitute for actual coins. There is a 
possible clue in the July 26, 1869 letter (see Bibliographical Appendix of the 
1975 Quarterman Reprint of Crosby ) from Crosby stating, “I should also like 
impressions of such pieces in tin or copper foil, as an aid determining more 
minute pecularities and *** to favor me with impressions, or where that is 
impractical, with rubbings of such coins.’ Were exposures of each side of each 
coin or impression made first and combined in a negative or were positive 
prints combined and rephotographed? Were the group of coins or impressions 
photographed with one exposure for each plate? 

It would be interesting to have someone clear up the method of reproduction 
used to make the plates or to find other curiosities in the procedures used in 
making the plates. 


RARE GILHOUSEN WORK DISCOVERED 
by Mike Carter, NLG 


An important and historic book by Clarence E. Gilhousen, owner of the 
famous Gilhousen Coin Collection auctioned by Superior Stamp & Coin Co., 
ov Beverly Hills, in 1973, has been discovered by this author in the extensive 
coin research library of Superior. The book, entitled Gold and Silver Coins of 
the World, measures 12%”’x 11” and is bound in richly-grained black leather 
with gold titling, raised bands, and the name C. E. Gilhousen on the spine. On 
the title page is a handwritten message from Mr. Gilhousen to his wife which 
reads: 
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“This book of which no copy exists is hereby lovingly pre- 
sented to my darling wife Jeannette O. A. Gilhousen on our 
marriage anniversary November 18, 1919. 


(signed) Clarke E. Gilhousen”’ 


Evidently, the book was assembled by Mr. Gilhousen around 1919 as an 
anniversary gift for his wife. The work contains 64 pages of text and 81 plates 
of coins from his collection. 

The Superior book is one of two facsimiles, one of which was given to a 
prominent numismatic book collector by Mr. Gilhousen. It is an excellent 
quailty copy with a typewritten text. 

The copy opens with an autographed 8 x 10 photo of a seated Mr. 
Gilhousen, with the inscription: 


‘Yours very sincerely, 
Clarke E. Gilhousen”’ 


Then follows the title page, which reads: 


A COLLECTION OF GOLD AND SILVER COINS 
OF THE WORLD 


WITH PHOTOGRAPHIC REPRODUCTIONS 
EXACT SIZE 


AND A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE 
EXTREMELY RARE COINS 


COLLECTION, PHOTOS, AND DESCRIPTION MADE BY 
CLARKE E. GILHOUSEN, 1919 


Next is an introduction, which contains both the beginning history of coins and 
a brief historical sketch of some of the pieces in the collection. Following are 
brief descriptions and plates of important coins in the collection. The plates 
depict both the obverse and reverse of all specimens, with the reverse plate 
coming first. The book concludes with four items from the press pertaining to 
Mr. Gilhousen and his collection, two of which are foldouts of newspaper 
articles. 

This is truly a remarkable book, exciting and historically important, as well 
as being exceedingly rare. 7 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE COIN PLATES IN 
THE AMERICAN BOND DETECTOR 
by Kirby W. Brown 


One of the most remarkable books in the annals of American Numismatics 
is The American Bond Detector, published in 1869. Renowned for its 
illustrations of Civil War bonds printed from the original plates, it is no less 
noteworthy for the embossed, metallic colored coin illustrations. 

Although no author is indicated on the title page, the book was copyrighted 
by Nehemiah George Ordway, Sargeant at Arms of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. It was published in Washington, D.C. by the “American 
Bond and Currency Detector Company”’ whose sole publication seems to 
have been this one. There were 22 bond plates and 9 coin plates. The coin 
plates and associated text were reprinted in 1871 by Laban Heath of 
‘Counterfeit Detector” fame. Ordway wrote a letter of recommendation 
which was published in the second edition (1867) of Heath's Counterfeit 
Detector. Furthermore, there appears in the third edition (1870) a two page 
advertisement for The American Bond Detector directing that orders be sent to 
Heath in Boston at a price of $16.00. 

The story of the coin plates in The American Bond Detector goes back 
several years before the apparent association of Ordway and Heath. In 1860 
another classic in American numismatics was published: James Ross 
Snowden’s A Description of Ancient and Modern Coins in the Cabinet at the 
Mint of the United States. Snowden, who was Director of the Philadelphia 
Mint at the time, actually only supervised the preparation of this book; 
apparently written by George Bull and W. E. DuBois, employees of the mint. 
It had 27 embossed plates of coins printed by E. Ketterlinus & Co. of 
Philadelphia. Although the introduction claims that the plates were the first of 
that type produced on “‘this side of the Atlantic’’, that claim actually belongs to 
the “1849” (1850) supplement to.4 Manual of Gold and Silver Coins of All 
Nations by J. R. Eckfeldt and W. E. DuBois in which a single embossed plate 
appeared. 

In the pursuit of my particular strain of bibliomania — embossed illustrated 
coin books — I obtained a copy of Snowden’s book in 1978. A year later I 
bought a Heath reprint of The American Bond Detector coin plates (under the 
title of The History of Ancient and Modern Coinage). While looking at the 
plates I noticed that they looked familiar. Suddenly I thought of the Snowden 
book. Quickly opening to the first plate, compared with the Heath reprint and 
found that they were identical! Each Bond Detector plate includes three 
Snowden plates. The individual border around the Snowden plates has been 
eliminated, while a single gold border surrounds the outer edge of the large 
Bond Detector plates and the coins have been renumbered. The Bond Detector 
plates were printed by J. Hachmlaem, Philadelphia. There is no acknowledge- 
ment of their origin. 
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Complete History” 
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The text in the coin part of the Bond Detector is virtually idential to the 
Snowden book. There is no clear acknowledgement that the plates or text came 
from Snowden. The acknowledgement which does exist is rather half-hearted. 
On page 41 of the text in the Bond Detector (under the heading “MODERN 
COINS”) is a subheading ““SNOWDEN”’. Perhaps one could look upon this 
as poetic justice to Snowden as it gave but passing credit to those who 
apparently actually wrote the book published under his name. This source was 
slighted in what amounts to a verbatim reprint of parts of that same book. 

The quality of the coin plates in the Bond Detector is not as good as in the 
Snowden book. This is probably because the printing plates were worn and, 
perhaps, somewhat corroded after almost a decade. There is no doubt that the 
original Snowden printing plates (or electrotypes of them) were used for 
printing the Bond Detector coin plates. The coins are identical and in the same 
positions. 

There are many questions unanswered and they might lead to fascinating 
avenues of research. What connection was there between Snowden, Ordway, 
and Heath? How were the plates made? The little information I have indicates 
that they were made by an electrotype process from the coins themselves. 
Beyond this, I am attempting to learn more. I would like to correspond with 
other bibliomaniacs who may be interested in these subjects. 
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CRITIC’S CORNER 


Two new books on United States Commemorative Coins have come out 
within the last year: The Encyclopedia of United States Silver and Gold 
Commemorative Coins, 1892-1954, by Anthony Swiatek and Walter Breen, 
published by FCI Press Inc./ARCO Publishing Inc., N.Y.; and A 
Comprehensive Guide to United States Commemorative Coins, by James S. 
Iacovo, published by Ivy Press, Inc., Dallas. 

The Swiatek/Breen book is the more interesting by virtue of the fact that it 
contains considerable information regarding the origin, design, manufacture 
and distribution of each issue. The Iacovo book is more in the nature of an 
investor’s guide. It covers Such subjects as scarcity by condition, a description 
of typical appearance for each issue, and projected values in 5 and 10 years. 
The Swiatek/Breen book covers the same material with a similar format in a 
chapter entitled ““The Investment Section”’. 

The Iacovo book has some severe defects in its organization. Chapters I 
through V1 are little more than one or two paragraphs in length and, in the case 
of Chapter IV, “‘Original Issue Holders” would serve just as well in a footnote 
form. As a matter of fact, Chapters I, II, HI, V and VI could well have been 
written as a Single chapter under the subject of grading. 

The Iacovo style is limited by the format of the book to straightforward 
declarative prose....which may be a blessing, since all too often amateur 
authors substitute florid verbosity for style. In any comparison between the 
Iacovo book and the Swiatek/Breen book, the latter dominates in terms of 
style, depth of research and breadth of subject matter. That is not to say that the 
Swiatek/Breen Encyclopedia....Commemorative Coins is a_ literary 
masterpiece. It is not. It has some annoying defects. 

The book is organized alphabetically by issue. Each is discussed under a 
format best described as being in the tradition of detective fiction (i.e., 
paragraph headings of “Corpus Delecti”, “Motive”, “Accessory”, 
““Suspect’’, etc.). The Detective Story idiom becomes tiresome after the tenth 
repetition. Literate discussion is sometimes sacrificed in an effort to conform 
to a too cute format which only serves to diminish the very substantial 
contribution to numismatic literature made by this book. 

Another complaint has to do with the poorly documented largely irrelevant 
chapter on investment. The chapter reads like a Monday morning pep talk to 
the Sales Force. The language is overblown, the data is inadequately identified 
as to source, and the conclusions are unsupported speculation. 

Included is a ‘‘Periodic Table” of prices and values for all commemoratives. 
It is unclear whether the grade classifications remain the same for each year of 
comparison. Worse still, the source of prices and values were left unidentified. 
Perhaps the “Periodic Table” was meant as an allegorical reference to the 
‘Chemistry’ of self-fulfilling investment prophecy. The chapter adds nothing to 
the book. This kind of “‘hype”’ only lessens the credibility of the principal 
authors and reduces the stature of a significant book. 
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Despite the obvious shortcomings, the Swiatek/Breen book is an 
extraordinary contribution to numismatic literature. It is literate, gram- 
matical, well organized and informative. As a plus, the book contains a 
systematic listing of proof commemoratives, a first rate grading guide (issue by 
issue), and a most complete dissertation on the Columbian Half Dollar, the 
Pan Pacific series, and the Booker T. Washington series. The style flows. 
There is a minimum of “‘insider” references (often found in Breen’s writing). 

An altogether enjoyable reading experience which you are urged to 
undertake. 


J. M. 


FIRST WILSON SALE ACTIVE 


California numismatic literature dealer Cal Wilson announced a world 
record price for a nearly complete set of ‘““The Numismatist”’ in his first mail 
bid sale which closed December 8, 1981. The beautiful uniformly bound set, 
lacking only the 1902 volume from 1894 through 1980, was knocked down for 
$3,500.00. 

Complimenting the set of ““The Numismatist’’ were single year volumes 
which sold as follows: 1894 — $160.00; 1895 — $140.00; 1903 and 1904 
bound as one — $150.00; 1907 and 1908, again bound together —$150.00; and 
1910 — $80.00. 

Other significant books, periodicals and auction catalogues which sold in 
Wilson’s sale included a complete set of the American Numismatic Society’s 
‘Numismatic Literature,’ Nos. 1 — 105 for $225.00; a deluxe presentation 
copy of M. L. Beistle’s ““A Register of Half Dollar Die Varieties and Sub- 
Varieties,” one of only 135 printed, for $500.00; and a complete set of 
‘““Calcoin News,” the official publication of the California State Numismatic 
Association, for $330.00. 

Early United States auction catalogues, presently undergoing an 
adjustment period, following several years of heightened collector interest, still 
managed to do rather well. Avery fine copy of S. H. and H. Chapman’s sale of 
the John Mills Collection containing 14 photographic plates sold for 
$2,150.00. Aplated copy of the fabled Beckwith Collection brought a winning 
bid of $2,225.00. 

Wilson reported that the sale realized more than $33,500.00, which 
reflected signs of a renewed interest in the book collecting hobby. He also 
announced that a limited number of his sale catalogues are still available, with 
prices realized, at a cost of $1.00. Collectors wishing to order copies may 
contact Wilson at 37445 Southwood Dr., Fremont, Calif. 94536. Periodic 
fixed price lists are also available free 6: charge, and may be obtained by 
contacting Mr. Wilson at the above address. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


What an exchange of scholarly wisecracks re 
coprophagy! Fortunately, the paper in this issue 
of The Asylum was not stercoraceous. How- 
ever, no one except old Sterculeaceous himself 
would be pleased with such goings on; and even 
he was not retromingent! 

Raymond H. Williamson 


Recommended reading for fellow maniacs, 
especially those who like leather, is Bernard C. 
Middleton's Restoration of Leather Bindings, 
1972, American Library Association. It gives 
useful information, such as a dictionary of terms, 
photographs of the various bookbinding 
leathers, numerous detailed illustrations on the 
anatomy of a leatherbound book, and many 
trade secrets on restoration. It will be a boon to 
the do-it-yourself restorer; and for the timid, like 
myself, it. prepares one to give the proper 
instructions in the proper terminology. If it is 
unavailable at your library, try inter-library loan 
service there. 

Mr. Ford mentioned a Talas Library Service in 
New York. Any chance of getting their full 


address? 
David P. McBride 


Editor’s note: The address of Technical 
Library Service (TLS or Talas) is 104 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, New York 10011. 


I've really enjoyed reading The Asylum. 
There is much good info, and it is bound to get 
better as the years go by. The title is so 
appropriate for us ‘book lovers.” | added a little 
more on my check — it’s well worth it! 

Russell Hibbs 


I've enjoyed The Asylum and hope that you'll 
follow through on reprinting John Ford's article 
on the Chapman catalogues. | wish you'd spare 
us the details of your private quarrel with Roger 
Cohen, however. I'd like to see a book review 
section as a regular feature of the Journal. 

David Gladfelter 


Walter Breen hereby apologizes to Harmer, 
Rooke Numismatists, Ltd. for the reference 
made to them in a recent issue of this magazine, 
this apology made without any restriction. The 
intent was not to denigrate Harmer, Rooke, 
which is a company of estimable reputation in 
the rare coin field. 


Walter Breen 


1982 Membership dues are now payable. J/n order for the 
Asylum to at least break even, it is necessary to increase the 


annual dues to $7.50 


Display advertising rates have been adjusted as follows: 


oo) ah \e) 8.6: ee" (0 Te 


eeeee ef eC © @ 


Classified advertising rates are 10 cents per word. Numbers 


or prices count as one word. 


Please address all of your correspondance to the Editor: J ack Collins 
2840 Indiana Ave. — South Gate, Ca 90280 (213) 566-0033 
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Small Size J. C. Morganthau & Co., Inc. 


Auction Sale Catalogues (Wayte Raymond - J. G. Macallister) 
Continued Unusual Offering from the Raymond Estate 


6/1/32. Waldo Newcomber Coll. United States Patterns; Colonial 
Notes and U.S. Coins. NPL. 

10/29/32. James A. Clark Coll. U.S. Coins, colonials through gold; 
massive collection of fractional California gold. NPL. 

1/14/33. U.S., Foreign and Ancient Coins, including a splendid 
series of Ist century A.D. British Gold & Silver. NPL. 

4/7-8/33. Famous H.A. Sternberg Coll. U.S. Large cents in superb 
condition; fabulous early U.S. Silver. Rare. NPL. 

6/10/33. John J. Hetherington Coll. Cents through gold, patterns. NPL. 
12/1/33. United States, Foreign, and Ancient Coins. NPL. 
1/12-13/34. 2 Plates. William S. Furst Coll. Extensive Ancient, 
Biblical & Foreign Gold; general U.S. and a large half dollar coll. 
PLUS, #322 supplement containing superb early U.S. material. NPL. 
2/16-17/34. U.S. & Foreign Coins & Medals; including Rare 
British & American Peace Medals; U.S. & European Historical 
Medals; Rare Gold Coins and Numismatic Books. NPL. 

3/23/34. Rare U.S. & Foreign Gold Coins; splendid early U.S. 
issues (Old Kingston Collection). NPL. 

5/22/34. D.A. Crichton Coll. Rare U.S. & Foreign Coins. NPL. 
6/14/34. Selections from The Waldo Newcomber Collection. 

Rare U.S. & Foreign Coins, rare U.S. notes. Estimates. 

10/10/34. 5 Plates. Russell Burrage Collection. Rare Greek Gold 
& Silver, Roman & Foreign Gold Coins. NPL. 

11/19-20/36. U.S. & Foreign Coins. Half Dimes, Half & Large 
cents. PL. 

2/17-18/37. U.S., Foreign & Ancient Coins. Good run of Large 
Centsa Li 

6/9/37. 2 Plates. Rare U.S., Ancient & Foreign Coins. Geo. A. 
Gillette Collection of Large cents. (Good run of 1794 cents.) 

Rare. PL. 

12/21/37. Rare U.S. Silver, Copper Coins (in superb condition). 
Fantastic Large cent collection. Rare. PL. 

1/4/40. Rare U.S. Silver, Copper Coins; misc. foreign & ancient 
coins. Specialized coll. of Half cents, Large cents and Hard Times 
tokens. PL. 

1/11/44. Rare Foreign & U.S. Coins. Magnificent Large cents; superb 
early U.S. silver. Scarce. NPL. 


Most copies are in new (unused) condition. 
NPL = No prices realized; PL = original price realized. 
Special requests invited. California residents please add 6% sales tax. 


Jon Hanson 
Box 5499 


Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
“OUR 26th YEAR” 
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$15.00 
15.00 
12.50 
50.00 


15.00 
12.50 


20.00 


15.00 


15.00 
15.00 


15.00 


25.00 


17.50 


20.00 


40.00 


35.00 


40.00 


25.00 


ie 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


WANTED: Canadian Antiquarian and Numismatic Journal. Series I, Vol. 
13, nos. 3 & 4; Series II, Vol. 1, nos. 2 & 3; Vol. 2, no. 1; Vol. 3, no. 2; Series 
I, Vol. 1, nos. 2 & 4; Vol. 9, nos. 1 & 2. Barry D. Tayman, 5424 Smooth 
Meadow Way, Columbia, Maryland 21044. 


WANTED: Books, auction catalogues, manuscripts, articles, etc. related to 
18th century British tradesmen’s tokens. David McBride, P.O. Box 643, 
Frisco, Colorado 80443. 


Numismatic Literature: Many titles, books, periodicals, auction catalogues. 
Specialists in ANA material. Send for free list. Special: ANA Membership 
Directories, 1938, 1940, 1944, 1946, all $17.00. David Sklow, P.O. Box 82, 
Oscoda, Michigan 48750. Member: ANA, ANS, EAC, CSNS, TAMS, 
MSNS. 


WANTED: Information on embossed, illustrated coin books, including 
articles on printing methods, auction records, etc. Preparing list of known 
titles. Will buy needed items. Kirby Brown, P.O. Box 1642, Stockton, 
California 95201. 


Buy 
A Book 
A Month 


As part of my New Years resolution, I will continue to buy a 
Numismatic book, catalog or periodical once a month from 
Michael and Marlene Bourne. I will not only do this for my 
pleasure but to continue to further expand my Numismatic 
knowledge and research. 


Grow with us - Learn with us 


Wanted complete libraries for auction or outright purchases 


Member ANA, ANS, CNA. Bank references available 


Michael & Marlene Bourne 


RARE NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 
508-40th Avenue N.E. Minneapolis, Minnesota 55421 
Hours: 2-7 Monday-Friday, 9-5 Saturday (612) 781-3421 
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THE A0YLOG 


Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania, Society 


Volume II, Number 2 Spring 1983 


FIRST BIBLIOMANIA CONVENTION 


The Numismatic Bibliomania Society will hold their first regional 
convention, February 17th thru 20th, 1983, in conjunction with the Fourth 
Annual Long Beach Numismatic and Philatelic Winter Exposition. The Long 
Beach Expo has donated bourse space to benefit our fledgling organization. 
Five local members have agreed to donate $100 each to the club treasury in 
exchange for a bourse table. Our bourse area will be limited strictly to the 
buying, selling, trading or displaying of numismatic literature. The buying, 
selling, trading or displaying of coins, stamps and other non-literature related 
items will not be allowed within the Bibliomania bourse area. 
| A Numismatic Bibliomania Society meeting will take place Saturday 
evening at 8 o’clock. The program will include a forum on book terminology 
led by George Kolbe. In addition, we would encourage members and visitors 
: to bring literature from their collections for commentary and display. Show off 
that fine or unusual binding, say a few words about your favorite author or 
: cataloguer, or possibly reveal some new information from a research project. 
At the close of the meeting, everyone is invited to join in a no-host late dinner. 
Members from out of the area should consider attending the Long Beach 
| Expo. Activities will be many and include: meetings of the Civil War Token 
| Society, the Early American Coppers Club, and the California Professional 
| Numismatic Association, a Young Numismatist Forum, a rare stamp 
auction, a Secret Service counterfeit paper money display, competitive 
{ exhibits by the Long Beach Coin & Stamp Clubs and a bourse of 3 Is coin, 32 
stamp and 8 literature dealers. 

The Expo will be held at the Long Beach Convention Center, 300 East 
Ocean Blvd., 15 minutes by automobile from the Long Beach Airport and 30 
minutes from the Los Angeles International Airport. The most convenient 
lodging is ayailable at the Holiday Inn, 500 East Ist Street, Long Beach, CA 
90802. Telephone (213) 435-8511. Rates are $48 for singles and $54 for 
doubles. 

SEE YOU THERE! 


NBS ELECTION 


Ballots are being sent with this issue of the Asylum to all Numismatic 
Bibliomania Society members in good standing. Along with a slate of 
candidates, members will also be asked to vote on proposed by-laws, which 
follow: 


PROPOSED BY-LAWS 


Article I. NAME 
This organization shall be known as the NUMISMATIC BIBLIOMANIA 
SOCIETY. 


Article II. OBJECTIVES 
To foster the pursuit of knowledge, recreation and fraternity in numismatics 
through the appreciation of numismatic literature. 


Article II]. MEMBERSHIP 
Section 1. There shall be two classes of membership in this society: Regular 
and Junior. Junior membership will be limited to those 18 years old and under. 


Section 2. The names of prospective members will be published in the society 
journal. 


Section 3. Membership numbers shall be issued in numerical sequence and 
once assigned shall not be reassigned. The letter “J’’ shall precede the 
membership number to indicate Junior membership. 


Section 4. All members in good standing as of January 1, 1983 shall be 
Charter Members of the society. 


Section 5. Regular membership dues shall be $7.50. Junior membership dues 
shall be $4.00. Dues shall be payable between November | through December 
31 of each year, in advance, for the following year’s dues. Members names 
shall be dropped from membership and mailing list if dues are not received by 
December 31. All delinquent dues must be paid in full before a reinstated 
member will be entitled to receive his/her original membership number. Back 
issues of the society journal will not necessarily be supplied for the period of 
suspended membership. This would be dependent upon current availability of 
back issues. 
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Section 6. All members shall have the right to vote and to hold office, with the 
proviso that junior members are not entitled to hold office. All members shall 
receive all official society publications. 


Article IV. OFFICERS 

Section 1. The elected officers shall be President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and five board members. These nine officers shall make up the 
executive board. Therm of office shall be two (2) years. 


Section 2. A call for nominations shall normally appear in the last issue of the 
society journal during even numbered years. These nominations in writing 
shall be directed to the secretary who shall in turn ask for written acceptance 
from each nominee. The secretary shall prepare an official ballot to be mailed 
to all members with the first issue of the society journal in odd numbered years. 
Newly elected officers shall assume their duties immediately upon notification 
from the outgoing secretary. Official notification shall appear in the second 
issue of the Society journal in odd numbered years. 


Section 3. The duties of the officers shall be: 
A) President: Shall preside at all meetings; fill elected office vacancies by 
appointment; appoint committees; and cast the deciding vote in the 
case of a tie. 


B) Vice President: Shall assume the President’s duties in his absence; 
and assist the President with his duties as required. 


C) Secretary: Shall keep minutes of all meetings; process all membership, 
election and other correspondence as described in the By-Laws or as 
may otherwise be necessary; and turn over all dues to the Treasurer. 


D) Treasurer: Shall receive all funds; pay all bills; and issue an annual 
financial report. 


E) Board: Shall, along with the above officers, comprise the executive 
board and have the following duties: appoint the non-elected offices 
of Editor, Convention Chairman and others as may become neces- 
sary; by majority vote make all decisions regarding membership, con- 
ventions, dues, general policy and amendment of By-Laws. Five 
members of the executive board shall be required for a quorum to 
transact business. 


Article V. MEETINGS 
Section 1. Annual meetings will be held during the A.N.A. Convention. 


Section 2. All meetings will be conducted under the guidelines provided in 
*“Robert’s Rules of Order.” 
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PERTERBATIONS #1 
NEWLIN’S HALF DIME WORK 
Compiled by Alan Meghrig 


The data to follow is the first of a series of detailed bibliographic 
descriptions of rare American numismatic books. Each installment will 
contain a listing of the original edition and subsequent reprints, if any, with 
notes about each printing which are intended to aid in distinguishing the 
various editions. Binding variants, pagination, number of plates, quantities 
printed and the original price will be noted where known. Relevant modern 
auction results will also be noted and, where applicable, prices for current 
editions. Additional information on titles covered is solicited and will be 
incorporated in future columns. 


AUTHOR: Harold P. Newlin 

TITLE PAGE: “A classification of the early half-dimes of the United States. 
With a few remarks on their types, varieties, rarity, etc., etc.” 

COVER TITLE: “Early Half-Dimes.” 


FIRST EDITION: Philadelphia, John W. Haseltine, 1883. Softcover edition 
(first printing): 23 pages. Crown quarto. 94%” x 7%” (24x 19% cm). Printed 
grey paper covers. Hardbound edition (second printing): 24 pages, 2 facing 
heliotype plates of coins with tissue guard. Dark brown endpapers. Crown 
quarto. 978” x 8” (25 x 20 cm). Maroon cloth, lettered in gilt, bevelled edges. 


AUCTION RECORDS: Softcover edition: Katen #41 3/75 lot 322 $65, 
Kolbe #3 6/77 lot 270 $60*, Kolbe #6 10/79 lot 709 $27*. Hardbound 
edition: Katen #36 8/71 lot 372 $85, Kolbe #5 6/79 lot 647 $550, Kolbe 
#13 12/82 lot 346 $500**. 

* = repro-plates, later binding. 

** = text of softcover edition but with original plates and typescript additions. 


REMARKS: 100 copies were printed, apparently 60 softcover without plates 
and 40 hardbound with plates. The plated version adds a sentence to page 23 
and continues on page 24 with a description of the plates. Haseltine originally 
prepared the plates to accompany his April 10, 1883 sale of Newlin’s 
collection but because of mediocre quality, they were withheld and were issued 
with the book. 


1933 REPRINT: (Chicago, Hewitt Bros.), 1933. 12 pages. Octavo, 9x 5%” 
(23 x 15 cm). Printed green card covers. Cover title: “The Early Half-Dimes 
of the United States”. Page 1 title: ““The Early Half-Dimes”’. Issue price: 50 
cents. Auction record: Katen #43 9/76 lot 812 $12. Remarks: Also reprinted 
in the Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine, Vol. 5, 1939, pages 465-473, 
illustrated, edited version of the first printing. Additionally reprinted in the 
Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine, Vol. 23, 1957, pages 2359-2367, reprint 
of first printing. 50 


[1975?] REPRINT: (Fairmont, Indiana, B & B Coin Company, Bill Grayson, 
ca. 1975). 23 pages. Crown quarto, 942” x 7%4” (24% x 19% cm). Blue card 
covers, lettered in gilt. Cover title: ““Early Half Dimes.” Auction record: 
Kolbe #12 10/82 lot 808 (unsold). Remarks: Internally a replica of the 
original softcover edition including the printed grey paper covers. 


1975 REPRINT: Lawrence, Massachusetts, Quarterman Publications, Inc., 
1975. Pages (101)-124 and 250-251. Octavo, 94” x 6%” (23% x 16 cm). 
Cloth. Remarks: A facsimile reprint of the hardbound version with a different 
title page, with the plates at the end. Issued as part of a collection of works 
entitled: ““The United States Half Dimes’’, attributed to the main author, 
Daniel W. Valentine. Issue price: $35.00. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES: Book review in the American Journal of 


Numismatics, January 1884, page 71. Clain-Stefanelli 3460. Sigler 1898. 
ANS Dictionary Catalogue 3574. ANA GB20 N4 (1933 reprint). 


1884. | AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. qt 


BOOKSNO PLE, 


A CLASSIFICATION OF THE EarLty Haur-pimes or THE Unitep Srares. With a few remarks 
on their types, varieties, rarity, etc. etc. By Harotp P. NEWLIN. Philadelphia. 

John W. Haseltine. 1883. [100 copies printed, of which 40 with heliotype plates. 

This little volume of twenty-four pages contains much interesting matter concerning the 
early Half-dime, with a description of all the different dies which the author has noted. The 
booklet is devoted to the Half-dimes issued 1792-1805, and during these years there was only 
one type, notwithstanding the repeated statements of the authcr, In fact, perhaps the most 
severe criticism which the volume deserves is just this, that the words type and variety are 
scattered through it on a system which “no feller can understand,” if indeed there be any 
system at all. For instance, of 1796 four dies are described, two of which are called varieties, 
while two are dignified into types! A very interesting part of the volume is the attempt to give 
the history of all the Half-dimes of 1802. The author counts sixteen, but hardly makes it 
certain that there are really so many, as of some he loses all trace, or fails to finish the history. 
Mr. Parmelee of Boston, whose initials appear as L. C. instead of L. G., is credited with the 
ownership of three. A more extended and careful correspondence would have materially 
improved the record of these Half-dimes, the rarest of the series. With thanks to Mr. Newlin for 
what he has done, one must earnestly echo his wish that we may have a complete, compact 
description of all the issues of the Mint of the United States ; and may the author be inspired 
to make exactly the proper distinction between types, varieties, intentionally varying dies and 
accidentally varying dies. 


Text of original AJN review. 


21 


GERMAN NUMISMATIC BIBLIOMANIACS 
by Reinhold Jordan 


Being anew member of our Society, I would like to introduce myself with a 
little essay devoted to numismatic bibliomaniacs in the German-speaking 
countries. 

Numismatic literature has been a collectible almost since the beginning of 
coin collecting itself. From the period, now called the “Renaissance”’, it is 
known that coin collectors possessed books related to their hobby. Inthe 18th 
Century the first numismatic periodicals came into existence, some of them 
being issued weekly. 

Since about 1550 many private collectors owning a library marked their 
books with an ex libris (bookplate), a little sheet of paper indicating the 
proprietor of the book. Many of those early bookplates show the arms of the 
owner or other symbols related to him, thus indicating his ownership. The 
tradition using bookplates declined in the early 19th Century but became 
popular once more at the turn of the century. 

Although many libraries of early collectors have been lost in the course of 
the years, occasionally a book appears where the bookplate indicates the 
library it has come from. Sometimes there are underlinings and notes in this 
book, and bibliomaniacs such as I have not only an interesting book but a . 
fascinating autograph of the original owner as well. Fortunately, most German 
bibliophiles do not like such personal witnesses and so such books are not too 
expensive. 

Some years ago, a German numismatist wrote a little booklet devoted to 
all numismatic bookplates he knew.* He catalogized 300 bookplates of 233 
different owners from three centuries. 

Apart from large numismatic libraries in the hands of public institutions 
(Munich, Vienna, Frankfurt, Berlin, Stuttgart), there are a number of 
collectors who have accumulated nice collections of numismatic literature. 
Some of these libraries are general, some are covering special areas of 
interests. My own library, for example, includes about 3500 books on 
worldwide numismatics and money history as well as a large number of 
numismatic periodicals of many countries. Of course, I am trying to complete 
my library, trading with numismatic institutions and fellow collectors in many 
countries. 

For illustration, I am adding an ex libris of Kurt Jaeger (his catalogues on 
modern German coins are as substantial as the Yeoman catalogues for US 
coins), of Hans Funk (Notgeld specialist living and writing in the Communist 
ruled part of Germany) and my own bookplate. 


* Numismatiker Exlibris, by Walter Grasser. (Munich, 1979). Limited 
edition of 400 numbered copies. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
by Remy Bourne 
(Speech given at 1982 ANA Convention NBS Meeting) 


Did you know that there were between 350-450 numismatic periodicals 
published since the 1860's? 

Did you know that the first A.N.A. periodical was called ‘‘Plain Talk?’ 

Did you know that the vast majority of these publications existed for less 
than a year? 

And did you know that nearly all the survivors were either association, club 
or dealer newsletters? 

Probably not. These, after all, are just statistics and although they are 
important, they are not as important as the very human stories that accompany 
them. 

For example, did you know that the “Decorah Numismatic Journal’’ nearly 
folded after its first issue was published in January, 1875? But someone posted 
a notice on the front door declaring that the magazine would not be published 
past April. This so infuriated the publisher he kept the magazine operating 
until October, 1875. 

Another example is ““Coins Unlimited.” Did you know that Bill and Cris 
Johns of Texas published their first issue of that magazine in August, 1957? 
Every page of those early issues were filled with enthusiasm, spirit and 
determination. But soon you could read the weariness and exhaustion that the 
struggle to keep the publication alive produced. The publication had become a 
mirror of the Johns, but it too folded. Yet not before it helped form the Houston 
Coin Club. 

Or did you know of the remarkable determination of the Lawrence Brothers 
of Anamosa, Iowa, who first published the ‘“‘Philatelic Press” in May, 1924? 
That periodical later became ‘““The Coin Collector” with a subscription base of 
16,000 in the 1950’s and ’60’s. What’s more, one of the brothers, Roy 
Lawrence, is alive today. 

Did you know that the “You Name It” numismatic periodical was published 
twice under that banner by Frank Spadone before someone DIDname it, “The 
Flying Eaglet,’’ which later became “Coin News Magazine,” which later 
became “Coin Press,” which was sold in 1961 to Chester Krause, owner of 
“Numismatic News?”’ 

And what about the information these periodicals contained? Did you know 
that 17 sales are contained in Kosoff’s Monthly Bulletins that are not to be 
found in catalog form? Or that Charles Stiegerwatt’s “Coin Journal” had a 
two-page auction supplement in the June, 1881 issue? 

The only way to learn this information is through research and study. But 
with each new year, that research and study becomes more difficult; and a 
great deal of information is lost forever to the past. The only way to preserve it 
is for all of us to become students; for all of us to become historians of the art, 
learn what we can and record it for others. 

Or else one day, none of us will know! 
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FIRST KOLBE/SPINK SALE 


On December 12th, 1982, a major auction of numismatic books took place 
in New York City, held in conjunction with the eleventh annual New York 
International Numismatic Convention. Conducted by George Frederick 
Kolbe in association with Spink & Son USA, the 579 lots realized an 
impressive total of $139,520, nearly $20,000 over the total estimate. 

Over sixty registered bidders attended the sale which was called in a brisk, 
expert manner by Harmer Johnson of New York. Major collectors and dealers 
from throughout Europe were present as were many prominent American 
bibliophiles. 

One of the highlights of the early bidding was a complete 29 volume set of 
Greek Coins in the British Museum which, after considerable floor activity, 
sold for $4,500 on an estimate of $3,000. The next lot, the very rare 10 volume 
set of Oriental Coins in the British Museum, sold for $4,000 on a $2,750 
estimate. Both proved to be harbingers of things to come. 

Copy No. 1 of Davis and Waters’ Tickets and Passes of Great Britain, of 
which a total of 150 copies were printed, brought a rather amazing $650 on a 
$250 estimate. The very rare four volume work by Dugniolle on Dutch jetons 
was started at $400 and, after heavy bidding, was garnered by a mail bidder at 
considerably less than his limit, selling for $650. A copy of Duby’s classic 
work on obsidional and necessity coins, magnificently bound in crimson 
morocco by Derome, the greatest Parisian binder of the late 1 8th century, sold 
for $800, over double the estimate, and again to a mail bidder. 

One of the highlights of the sale was King Victor Emmanuel’s magnum 
opus Corpus Nummorum Italicorum. Issued over three decades (1910-1943) 
this massive twenty volume work is considered to be the rarest major 
numismatic reference work. Only a handful of complete sets are known since 
the final volume was never actually published and only asmall number of proof 
copies sent to major collectors for corrections are extant today. The set sold for 
$5,250 which, though a bit over the estimate, is quite reasonable considering 
the importance and rarity of this work. 

If there was a soft spot in the sale it was probably the area of American 
references. A nice original copy of Crosby’s Early Coins of Americs, 
including the scarce Maris plate, sold for $700. The following lot consisted of a 
Maris plate alone, selling for $170. The first twelve volumes of The Coin 
Collector’s Journal, 1875-1887, sold to a floor bidder at $500, $100 over 
estimate. Plated Chapman sales continued to sell for modest prices: Stickney 
at $650, Earle at $700, Beckwith at $650, Nygren at $90. 

An unbound copy of Jean Svorono’s major work on the ancient coinage of 
Athens sold reasonably for $825. Schlumberger’s massive work on Byzantine 
seals started out at $110 and, after the dust settled, sold for an impressive 
$650. An original handwritten manuscript on the Royal Mint written in the 
19th century realized $500. An early German numismatic periodical edited by 
Johann Hieronymous Lochner, Sammlung Merkwuerdiger Medaillen , in- 
spired heavy floor bidding and finally sold for $900 on an estimate of $350. 
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One of the most exciting lots in the sale, a handcolored manuscript on 
mining and coinage of Sado, an island off the coast of Japan, sold for its 
estimate of $2,500. The cover illustrations of the catalogue were derived from 
this lovely work. Other books of note in the sale included a complete set of 
American Numismatic Society Numismatic Notes & Monographs at $3,200, 
the French version of the catalogue of the Michailovich collection at $1,200, 
the complete Danish Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum at $2,400, Nuetzel’s 
two volume work on oriental coins at $950 and the complete Jameson 
collection catalogue of ancient Greek coins at $2,300. 

It is anticipated that the sale will become an annual event during the New 
York International Numismatic Convention held each year in December. 
Kolbe’s next public auction is scheduled in conjunction with the Convention of 
International Numismatics, August 12-14, 1983, in Los Angeles, California. 
The sale will immediately precede the American Numismatic Association 
convention being held in San Diego, California. According to Kolbe, this sale 
promises to be his largest public auction to date, and anyone wishing to consign 
significant books is advised to contact him promptly at 23881 Via Fabricante, 
Suite 511, Mission Viejo, California 92691, telephone (714) 768-6854. 


CLASSICS SELL WELL IN WILSON SALES 


Classic early U.S. numismatic references captured the spotlight according 
to California numismatic literature dealer Cal Wilson in his second sale which 
closed on May 31, 1982. A fine copy of Crosby’s Early Coins of America 
brought a winning bit of $1100 and another copy, slightly waterstained, sold 
for $775. An original copy of Attinelli’s classic work Numisgraphics, which 
Wilson believes to be one of less than two dozen copies known, was knocked 
down for $900. 

Other highlights of the sale included a fine copy of Browning’s work on 
quarter dollars ($900), two copies of the thick paper leather bound version of 
Newcomb’s work on large cents ($525 & $500), and two copies of first edition 
Red Books ($475 & $450). A copy of Snowden’s Mint Manual brought $180 
and a slightly inferior copy of the same work sold for $130. 

Wilson states that United States auction catalogues remained rather soft, 
with most of the pre-1900 sales selling in the $10 to $20 area. 

In Cal Wilson’s third mail bid sale, November 20, 1982, a complete run of 
Spink’s Numismatic Circular covering volumes I through XLVII was one of 
the highlights. Described as fine, it brought a winning bid of $1,850.00. Wilson 
noted that interest in world literature appeared to be much stronger than in 
recent sales, perhaps indicating a renewed collector desire for this segment of 
the market. Other non-U.S. books which realized top prices included a copy of 
Albert Schroeder’s Annam Etudes Numismatiques, at $300.00; Barclay V. 
Head’s monumental Historia Numorrum at $117.00; and the auction 
catalogue Die Gold Und Silbermunzen Der Romischen Republik. Samm- 
lung ErnstJ. Haeberlin, issued by Adolph Cahn and Adolph Hess, which was 
knocked down for $122.00. 
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United States numismatic literature also brought a number of strong 
prices, including $950.00 for a fine copy of Sylvester S. Crosby's opus, The 
Early Coins of America; $275.00 for John H. Hickox’s 1858 work, A 
Historical Account of American Coinage;. and $250.00 for a copy of 
Theodore J. Venn’s Large U. S. Cents, published privately in 1915. Other 
American works which realized strong prices were Howard R. Newcomb’s 
United States Copper Cents 1816-1857, a deluxe leather bound edition, 
which brought $525.00; and a fine copy of Ebenezer Gilbert’s 1916 work, The 
United States Half Cents , which was knocked down at $198.00 on a$225.00 
bid. 

United States auction catalogues also performed rather well, with a copy 
of S. H. Chapman’s sale of the fabled Beckwith collection bringing $875.00, 
while other plated Chapman sales, notably the collections of Richard B. 
Winsor and the combined sale of Wilhelm Boeing and A. Bridgman, also 
brought strong bids of $450.00 and $390.00 respectively. 

American periodicals were led by the sale of Volume I of the American 
Journal of Numismatics which was bought for $125.00. Early volumes of The 
Numismatist brought the following: 1908 — $82.00; 1914 — $35.00; and 
1922 and 1925 — $38.00 each. A nearly complete set of New Netherlands’ 
Numisma brought $70.00 after strong bidding. 

Wilson has announced that he is presently accepting consignments for his 
fourth sale which is scheduled for Spring, 1983. Interested parties may contact 
him at 38228 Glenmore Dr., Fremont, California 94536 for details. A few 
copies of the catalogues for his second and third sales, including a list of prices 
realized, may be obtained at a cost of $2.00 each. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Ithink it would be atremendous addition to their curriculum ifthe American 
Numismatic Association would introduce a course in Numismatic Biblio- 
mania at their 1983 summer session at the ANA headquarters in Colorado 
Springs. Such a course would increase our knowledge of numismatics and 
would certainly serve as a basis for appreciating reference works in our field. 

I would suggest that those interested in a course in ‘Numismatic Biblio- 
mania” write to Edward C. Rochette, Executive Vice-President of the 
American Numismatic Association, P.O. Box 2366, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado 80901, to express their desire to attend such a course. 

John P. Donoghue 
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ERRATAS 6ic) AND SUCH 


Apparently a record has been broken in numismatic bibliographical errors, 
though it is unfortunate that such a fine numismatist as Dr. Glenn E. Jackson is 
involved. In his article entitled ‘““The Laban Heath Counterfeit Detectors” in 
the Essay Proof Journal, issue No. 153, there are but eight lines of composed 
text (all other text being a reprint of a book by Heath). In those eight lines there 
are nine errors. 

A reproduction of Dr. Jackson’s text follows: 


(This first edition of the smaller size Heath Counterfeit Detector, as contrasted with the 
larger format ‘‘Banking & Counting House Edition’’, is considered by knowledgeable collec- 
tors to be the finest in terms of physical characteristics. Reproduced here is the entire text plus 
nine of the ten plates. The tenth plate, which actually is a counterfeit of the note that is the 
ninth plate, is missing from the volume dissected for this study. There is no imprint on the 
note plate, but all other plates have the American Bank Note Co. imprint alone. All plates are 
reproduced as close to actual size as possible except for the note which is reduced as custom- 
ary. The plates, on heavy card, were originally bound in at right angles to the printed text.) 


1. There is no “first edition” of the Banking and Counting House edition, 
Since the first printing of it is a second edition copyrighted in 1866. No true 
comparison of the first “‘pocket”’ edition and the first ““Banking” edition is thus 
possible. 

2. In comparing two books the use of the word “‘finest” is grammatically 
incorrect. “Finer” should be used. 

3. To compare the “physical characteristics’ of two books of different 
content and size, published to serve two different purposes seems pointless and 
somewhat like comparing apples and oranges. 

4. The $5 bank note of the Bank of Orleans referred to as Plate 10 cannot be 
a counterfeit of the bank note referred to as Plate 9 because the ninth plate 
comprises a Heath engraved advertisement and is not a bank note. 

5. Itis stated that plate 10 (actually unnumbered) is missing from the cut up 
book used in preparing the article. The ninth plate (also unnumbered) is the 
plate which is missing. The actual tenth plate is illustrated and identified as 
“plate 9”’ in the article. 

6. The illustrated “plate 9” in the article is a counterfeit note and is not 
genuine as indicated. 

7. It is stated that all plates in the book except the bank note plate have the 
imprint of the American Bank Note Company. Plate 8, which is illustrated, 
does not in fact have any such imprint. 

8. Itis stated that the plates are inserted at right angles to the text. Some are 
but plate 6 is not. 

9. It is stated that the plates are on heavy card but plate 8 is not. 


28 


U.S. NUMISMATIC LITERATURE VOLUME II 
John W. Adams 


The majority rules. So many club members have asserted their interest in 
auction catalogs that Volume II of U.S. Numismatic Literature will continue 
on that subject, rather than on reference books and periodicals as planned. The 
timeframe covered will be the first half of the 20th Century; or, more 
specifically, those series that begin in the years 1900-1949. 

Once again, materiality will take priority over completeness. Cataloguers 
whose series will definitely be covered in their entirety include G.C. Adams, 
Bluestone, Bolender, Elder, Katen, Kosoff/Numismatic Gallery, B. Max 
Mehl, New Netherlands, Wayte Raymond/U.S. Coin/Morgenthau and 
Stacks (through 1970). Probable additions to this list are A.N.A. Conventions 
(regardless of cataloguer), Charles Fisher, Green, Grunthal, Hesslein, Merkin 
(even though he came “‘too late’””) and Hans Schulman. Possible additions are 
American Art/Anderson Galleries, Bauer, Bullowa, Hollinbeck, Morey and 
Ira Reed. 

A new feature of Volume II will be a large “Miscellaneous” chapter for 
important sales not elsewhere listed. Thus, even if a cataloguer has not 
authored what is deemed to be an important series, significant individual 
collections will be listed. We regret, for example, the exclusion of several 
masterpieces by A.B. Sage from Volume I. 

There will be several changes in the reference categories of Part II. 
Hopefully, these will better recognize popular collecting specialties such as 
liberty seated silver, mint medals/Americana, and various branches of paper 
money. Your suggestions on this topic would be appreciated. 

Other minor modifications are being considered but, on balance, Volume 
Il will look much like Volume I, God willing. The author is “raring to go”’ but, 
in the interests of time and thoroughness, he could use some help. Do any of 
you possess the early Bolenders, the early Hessleins, a good file of Morey’s or, 
indeed, near complete files of sundry minor cataloguers? Would any of you be 
willing to scout minor cataloguers for individual pieces that should be listed in 
the “Miscellaneous” chapter? Don’t be bashful. We have a really talented 
membership, and I would enjoy working with some of it. , 


Editor’s Note: John Adams can be reached at 55 Court Street, Boston, MA 
02108. Telephone: (617) 227-5500. 
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AN UNUSUAL OFFERING 


“PRICED CATALOGUE OF THE 
PRIVATE COLLECTION OF 
UNITED STATES CENTS 
THE PROPERTY OF EDWARD COGAN, 
SOLD AT HIS STORE BY PRIVATE BIDDINGS 
THE 1ST NOVEMBER 1858” 


Published by 
Edward Cogan 
48 North Tenth Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ihave secured a small hoard of these unusual, rare mail bid catalogues, the first 
actual sale of large cents in the United States. These were discovered in an old 
building in New York, and are now being offered for the first time publicly in a 
limited supply in mint condition. $125 each postpaid. 


JON HANSON 
Post Office Box 5499 
Beverly Hills, California 
90210 


(213) 553-2251 A.N.A. Life Member 
P.N.G. #87 
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STACK’S 
CATALOGUES WANTED 


Will pay $15. zach for Fine copies from 1935-1944 with Prices 
Realized Lists included (excluding 1937 Case-Washer sale). 


Will pay $35. to $50. each for Deluxe copies before 1978. 


JACK COLLINS 
2840 Indiana Avenue 
South Gate, California 90280 
(213) 566-0033 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


WANTED: Books, auction catalogues, manuscripts, articles, etc. related to 
18th Century British tradesmen’s tokens. David McBride, P.O. Box 643, 
Frisco, Colorado 80443. 


THE RED BOOK — Yeoman’s, A Guide Book of United States Coins. For 
research and future articles and publication. Appreciate hearing from anyone 
about this book since its first publication. Interesting stories, its value to you, 
how do you use it? Anything of interest no matter how insignificant it may 
seem. Information pro or con. Thanks. WGY Coin Co., MTX Div., P.O. Box 
1012, Schenectady, NY 12301. 


I have several dozen works covering numismatics, bank histories, monetary 
history, financial history or South America, Central America and the 
Caribbean area. Send your want list or write for a free partial list of items 
available. Dale Seppa, 103 Sixth Ave. N., Virginia, MN 55792. 
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HEAVEN MUST BE A PLACE OF 
ENDLESS BOOKSHELVES, NEVER 
QUITE FILLED WITH BOOKS AND 
ALWAYS WITH ROOM FOR MORE. 


— Franklin Mason 


THE AdYLG 


Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


et a ai A Se ee, 
Volume II, No. 3 Summer, 1984 


Inside: 


Whatever your bibliographic interests, you'll find our 
feature article by Dr. Kirby W. Brown to be educational, 
entertaining, et entitled, "Eloquent Expositor Enthralis 
Energumen, Explicates Embossed Elzevir Editions." Or, in 


plain English: That 'silver-tongued devil' explains differ- 
ent, rare, embossed coin books. (Well, it was a speech, 

and the bibliomaniacs did like it!) His encyclopedic enter- 
Wee CeetGe Gly 2 oy 694 FS owe ee eo oot oe eee 


NBS President, Cal Wilson, says, "We ain't dead yet!" 
Wilson takes a look at the Society's short history, some 

of its problems, then shares with us his thoughts about 
PETC MRRLUOVC 2.1.0. Pan oh eur tr stacls pirate kends uss tn sdem « .e PAge< 


From across the Atlantic we have a brief article from 
Reinhold Jordan, ‘our man!' in Schweinfurt, W. Germany. 
(Yes, biblionutz are found 'round the world!) Hopefully, 
you'll read more of Reinhold's ver ood English in the 
mextsissue, or so..Now, he's onwse ss, 3) op -2- page 4. 


Mike Carter, a friend and another native Floridian, who 
now lives in that other 'sunshine state,' writes about 
another strange book, one remotely akin to Dr. Brown's 
collecting specialty; his article begins on. . .. .page 12. 


Wayne Homren brings a touch of humor to our pages, 
revealing how he attempted to build his numismatic 

library while living (that was living?) as a graduate 
student; apparently he has gained a measure of success, 
but, we hear, he no longer can afford to eat. . .page 14. 


NO correspondent can win a written argument with an 
editor, for the latter always has The Last Word, which 
hints that an editorial might be found on the. . last page. | 
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| GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE 

Fine Numismatic Books 

| P. O. Drawer 1610A, Crestline, CA 92325 USA 
Telephone (714) 338-6527 
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ORIGINAL CHAPMAN PLATES 
from the Henry Chapman Estate 


Charles I. Bushnell-June 20-24, 1882 
Puateom,. COLON LaAionelvyer GOlnsren. ee. 2.) . S7'30.00 
Pevveme.e COLONIAL SCOINS.. eee eee, =. SOOO 
PvaLesd 2), — Large, centssand Mali, cents. =. ~.5°30-00 
Thomas Warner-June 9-14, 1884 
Pace Oy etarlyeU .S.ngolds andesauiver coins . S25 00 
raomaceCleneay Dec. 9-137 13890 
Pilate cr a Chainsseneoudiy le0Omiarges cents . . S$" 35700 
Richard B. Winsor-Dec. 16, 1895 
Bute O71 SU smc roughes O4 oe larde cence... 4.5.9) 2):.00 
Pio Oy ely/ Oost hrolghs So 5eaHa lt centsivarc . Stoo. 00 
Matthew Stickney-June 25-29, 1907 


Ops 


Pik cem?, MCOlLOnITaG Lb COMMS. au sels. ts 5. 30200 

Pewee Colontal pecineras Mere Sven 2 F.. SPS FeSC30 S00 

f Eales" Patternseermme. Sess... Se 30200 

| Place’6, Patterns. 22 : : Je siOl ee Gne, 
| Plate 14, Chains eee 1803 feos cents. Ss 40.00 


Pio reno) \UsSis Pvoneer "gold: ancy~ for. “counss 925-00 
Plate 20, Foreign coins & Libertas Americana $ 20.00 
Rev. Stanislaus Siedlecki-April: 22, 1911 
Pheates, 112, as. .cCOmnplete’ setror plates for) this 
scarce sale. Two heavy folds on lower inch and a 
Mayet ofrmolatex3 ti -.. Sam. eth ue ns Me oe ets LOG, OO 
(These plates are ideal HOY framing, or theye mi gat 
be tipped into an unplated catalog.) 


COMPLETE SETS 
of Reprint Chapman Plates 


Warner, Cleneay, Winsor, Mills, Jewett, Earle, Bement, 
CLOG), Jenks, smith, “Stickney and Parsons. 535.00 ea 
W.H.Hunter-Dec;) 9, 1920. Superb photo reprints $100.00 


tom happy toeship, tycerature on, an approvals basis. 
Want lists solicited. I carry a fairly extensive stock 
of (out-of-print UtSs auction“eatalogs, and a smal 
SEOcKmOre OUL-Ol-=priniw bookswand. perivodi1ca ls). 3 Sha poing 
costs will be added to the above prices. 


JOHN F. BERGMAN 
4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Lakewood’, “CA 90713 
(213) 421-0171 after 4 p.m. PST & weekends 
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NBS Alive, Doing Well 


By Cal Wilson, Pres., NBS 
Fremont, CA 


TO PARAPHRASE Samuel Lang- 
horn Clemens, "The reports 
of our death have been 
greatly exaggerated." While 
Tes? ‘true 
might well be 
‘among the missing,’ the 
proof of its existence now 
rests firmly in your hands. 

AS IS the case with many 
newly formed organizations, 
the Numismatic Bibliomania 
Society has suffered some- 
what from growing pains, 
but we have now overcome 
those difficulties, and our 


considered 


goal is to become an active 
and vibrant force within 
the hobby. With this num- 


ber, The Asylum will be pub- 
lished on a regularly sched- 
uled, quarterly basis. 

AS YOUR president for the 
past year anda half, I've 
received numerous letters 
from members, questioning 
the health of the society. 


DESPITE a period of rela- 
tive dormancy since Febru- 
ety ©1983, 0we fare still 


blessed with an evergrowing 


membership, and now that we 
have the ship on an even 
keel, it's my opinion that 
we'll continue to thrive, 


and to encourage many more 
to join the fold. 

EFFECTIVE with this issue, 
Carling Gresham has assumed 
the reins as editor. Jack 
Collins, who edited previ- 
ous editions, will continue 
to provide his able influ- 


that The Asylum 


ence into the publication; . 
however, his publishing ven- 
tures, coupled with his new- 
found profession as a numis-— 
matic literature dealer, 
preclude him from devoting 
the time necessary to carry 
the full load. 

PERHAPS the greatest hur- 
dle an editor faces in emit- 
ting a society house organ 


is accumulating sufficient 
copy for each issue. As 
with nearly all such jour- 
nals, we must depend on 


our members to provide lit- 
erary material. 

AS REQUIRED by NBS By-Laws, 
the names of all prospect- 
ive members will be publish- 
ed in The Asylum. In addi- 
tion, the names of all cur- 
rent members will be pub- 
lished in the next issue. 

WE RECOGNIZE that there may 
be some members who joined 
the society prior to its 


formal organization, who 
may wish anonymity; there- 
fore, it's requested that 


those who desire that their 
names NOT be published, 
please contact Carling, and 
he will list only your 
first and last initials in 
the forthcoming listing. 

ON A personal note, I'll 
be attending the ANA Conven- 
tion in Detroit this July, 
and I'm looking forward to 
meeting many of our Mid- 
western members whom I've 
not previously had the plea- 
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New Bibliography from East Germany 


By Reinhold Jordan 
Schweinfurt, W. Germany 


HELMUT Steinecke, a numisma- 
tist of Soemmerda, DDR, has 
written amost interesting 
bibliography covering all 
Magazines relating to coins 
and medals, which have been 
published in the German lan- 
guage since 1689. 

THE book was published by 
the Kulturbund der DDR, an 
official organization that 
East German collectors and 
scholars must join if they 
wish to exhibit or publish. 
THE bibliography includes a 
four-page introduction, a 


list of literature, and a 
register of publishers and 
editors. 

STARTING with Allgemeine 
numismatische Blatter, and 
ending with Zuricher Munz- 


bote, the author mentions 
Ped) numismatic magazines 
and yearbooks, citing the 


title, frequency of issue, 
editor's name, place of pub- 


IN MEMORIAM 


James (Jim) A. Brown 
1907 - 1984 
Numismatic Book Dealer 


Newark, NJ 


139! 


- UNFORTUNATELY, 


lication, dates of issue, 
and other pertinent infor- 
mation. 


AS THE communist rulers in 
East Germany try to prevent 
their citizens from obtain- 
ing information from other 
countries, the author must 
have encountered many dif- 
ficulties in gathering the 
necessary information. 

the book is 
not available in the inter- 
national market, as it was 
published only for members 
of der Kulturbund. This not- 
ice is for those who might 
want to record the book's 
existence. 


Wilson..... 


sure of knowing. We'll also 
be conducting our annual 
meeting during the conven- 


tion; details appear else- 
where in this issue. 
REMEMBER, The Asylum is 


YOUR periodical, and it can 
only prosper through YOUR 
input. With this in mind, 
why not sit down and pre- 
pare an article, editorial, 
or anecdote for inclusion 
in the next issue? ONLY 
with your help can we con- 
tinue to publish a high 
quality journal, which will 
be cherished by its recipi- 
ents. Mail all submissions 
to: Carling Gresham, P.O. 
Drawer 580, Pomona Park, FL 
32081. 
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A Study of Embossed Coin Books 


By Kirby W. Brown, PhD. 
Stockton, CA 


(This is an abridgement of 
a speech delivered during 
the ANA Convention in San 
Diego last year, courtesy 
the editor of Coin World, 
edited in Pomona Park.-Ed.) 


THERE are really two major 
sources of pleasure in a 
collecting hobby: one is 
the collecting or acquisi- 
Eronw..the  *hunt'..«.and the 
research on the particular 
thing you're interested in, 
be it coins, books, or what- 
ever. 

THE other major pleasure is 
sharing your interests with 
other people, sometimes in 
a one-on-one conversation, 
through exhibits, or witha 
paper such as this one. 
ABOUT six years ago, I be- 
gan collecting books seri- 
ously. I've been a collect- 
or of rather unusual types 
of coins, from ancient Chi- 


nese to modern Islamic. As 
most readers know, one must 
have a sizeable library to 


research and attribute such 
kinds of coins. 

SEVERAL years before J be- 
gan collecting books I sold 
all of my coins and most of 


my coin references to help 
pay for that ‘dream house' 
in the country. However, 


the collecting instinct was 
always there, and when ev- 
erything settled down, I 
longed to get back into the 


numismatic area. 

WHILE Visiting avy Eriend, 
Harvey Hurtt, in Berkeley, 
Calif., he showed me an em- 
bossed, illustrated book, 
and I was absolutley capti- 
vated Gbyeeit vl. sboughtetne 
book, and one could say 
that from that moment on, I 
was ‘hooked.' And how! 

EVER since, I've been pursu- 
ing embossed coin books 
from several angles. One 
is, of course, acquiring as 
many titles and editions as 
I can find. Beyond that is 
researching how such books 
were made, and determining 
what titles exist. 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES, and even 
many auction catalogs don't 
state what kind of plates a 
book has. Tracing the vari- 
ous editions of such books 
has been interesting. 

DURING the last ANA Conven- 
tion I learned the meaning 
ofathe: “maniat® vine sbiblio= 
mania. I hadn't intended to 
make any purchases at that 
affair, however, one day, 
while walking the bourse 
floor, alittle book among 
"'things' in a dealer's case 
caught my eye. 

I LOOKED a bit closer, and 
my heart jumped into my 
throat! It was an embossed 
book I had never’ seen or 
heard of before; without 
hesitation I bought it. 
THERE'RE many reasons why I 
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like these books, but per- 
haps illustration number 1 
can sum it for me: you'll 


note in the center of the 
plate one of the world's 
most beautiful coins, a dec- 
adrachm of Syracuse. 

WHILE it looks very real, 
that is not the actual coin 
in the photograph, but an 
embossed illustration from 
Henry Noel Humphrey's An- 
cient Coins and 
It's incredible! 
OF COURSE, I can't afford 
to collect such a coin, but 
TEtve °“*got®] thattone “inymy 
collection, and literally 
hundreds of other equally 
rare and expensive speci- 
mens. So, while not collect- 
ing the actual coins, those 
in my books allow me to see 
and feel the 'real thing.' 


THERE'RE other reasons for 
collecting these books, 
which relate to book col- 


lecting in general. There's 
nothing like the fine bind- 
ings of many of the earlier 
books; hand-tooled leather 
with beautiful, marbled end 


papers. I understand that 
the swirls were created by 
a hand process, not like 
the modern books of mass 


production methods. 

PEDIGREE is of a particular 
concern. Unlike coins, many 
books often bear the sSigna- 
tures or bookplates of one 


Or more owners. I have a 
colorful bookplate of Nel- 
son T. Thorson, president 


of the ANA from 1933-1935. 
ANOTHER bookplate from the 


Medals. 
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Plate l. 

Embossed illustration from 
Humphrey's Ancient Coins 
and Medals. (See text.) 


Robinson Collection in the 
Essex Institute ties into a 
published bibliography, giv- 
ing a long lineage to that 
book. Illustrious numismat- 
ic organizations, such as 
the ANS, sometimes consign 
their duplicates to auction 
and it's a pleasure to own 
such a book. 


AFTER I ‘innocently’ began 
collecting embossed coin 
books, another branch of 


collecting developed. In or- 
der to learn about embossed 
books, I needed auction cat- 
alogs and bibliographies. 
This, of course, led me to 
the huge area of collecting 
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catalogs with numismatic 
book offerings. 

A BIG question that has in- 
trigued me is, ‘How were 
these books made?* There 
aren't any being made now, 
as it's essentially a lost 
art. The text in the books 
seldom gives any informa- 
tion; 
closely the plates to learn 
which process was used. 

THE simplest method to make 
an embossed illustration is 
to use the same dies from 
which the coins or medals 
are made. This method was 
used to produce the first 
ever embossed coin book, 
Thomason's Medallic Bible, 
which was printed in Eng- 
land between 1830 and 1840. 
THE majority of books on my 
list, 24 of 31, were made 
by an electrotype process, 


e.g., the replica dies were 
made from electrotypes of 
the coins themselves. This 


method achieves a very high 
level of accuracy, which ex- 
ceeds photography in the fi- 
delity of portraying the 
coins. 

THE most primitive method 
of electrotype embossing is 
simply to stamp the paper 
without coloring it. Two 
books published in 1845 and 


1850 were illustrated in 
this manner. 
THE next step in electro- 


type embossing is very com- 
plex. The paper is stamped 
first, then a metal foil 
shell is stamped then glued 


s 
to 


one must examine very | 
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over the paper impression. 
This method was used for 
three books published be- 
tween 1849 and 1851. 

THE most common kind of - 
electrotype embossing was 
colored with metallic ink; 
19 books from 1850 to about 
1915. Apparently the ink 
consisted of finely ground 
gold, silver or copper in 
some sort of emulsion. The 
silver often tarnished like 
a real silver coin, but fre- 
quently it toned to attract- 
ive colors. 

THE last major 
which is sort of a ‘step- 
son,*' is what I cali ‘new 
engravings.‘ These were pro- 
duced by artisans looking 
at aocoin, or a picture of 
a coin, and making an en- 
graving of the coin. These 
illustrations are not as 
satisfactory as the electro- 
types. 

ILLUSTRATIONS using metal- 
lic ink are almost as close 
to a realistic representa- 
tion of the coin as is the 
foil method. 

AS ONE may gather, I'm sold 
or ‘hyped’ on electrotype 
embossings, for I believe 
they're far superior to any- 
thing being done today. 

THE second photograph will 
support my belief; the left 
side of the illustration is 
from a slick, color auction 
catalog, shot through a mi- 
croscope at 25X magnifica- 
tion. About all you can see 
is a jumble of dots. 


category, 


(Continued on Page 10) 


REFERENCE BOOKS 
For Sale 


CATALOG SUBSCRIPTIONS: (Timely Delivery Guaranteed) 
Continental U.S.. via Bulk Rate 
5 Sale Catalogs & Price Realized. ...........-- +++ esse eee eee neces $15.00 


The World, via Air Mail or First Class 
For Alaska, Hawan, Canada, Mexico, APO, etc. 


5 Sale Catalogs & Prices Realized. .......--...---eeeeeeeeeeeeees $25.00 
i err a. che acocoe nb root tooo cospaoocoasosdodaco0dsSdc $22.00 
Hartzog: World Exonumia Mail Bid Sales: 
ETON 77 TACOS) aooeooducdsech op codec coche caogssccbr $5.00 
Sale No. 2 11/28/77 (W/P.R.) ...--- 20-2 se eee ee cee tee c renee aco neee $9.50 
Sale No. 3 5729/78 (w PLR.) «2.22. eee ee eee e ee ee eee e eens $3.00 
Salo No. 4 2:26/T9 (w/ PIR) oc a ace cieis 0 olsi Siorelalesieleie = +i) /e/ainje «i> $3.00 
Gale Now 5 12/1/80 (we PR) ese ce ecicle cielerrinis oleiotele eieretajalel-iofersle > <2 $3.00 
Sale No. 6 8/14 & 30/82 (W/P.R.) ..... 0... e cece cece eee cece eens $3.00 
Prices Realized only, any sale... .. 2.2.0.0... eee ee cece ee eee ee ee es $1.00 


______ TYPES OF EXONUMIA 
General Guides 


A SURVEY OF AMERICAN TRADE TOKENS, Schenkman 

HB, 1975, 490p.. Reprint of the Numismatist articles, 

1902-1975, 125 articles, RG (Recommended)...........-.---+--+--- $25.00 
TOKEN COLLECTOR’S PAGES, Fulds 

HB, 1972, 241p.. Reprint of the Numismatist 


articles, 1948-1971, 87 articles. RG ........ 0000s eee eee eee eee eee $25.00 
EXONUMIA SYMBOLISM & CLASSIFICATION, Fauver 

HB, 1982, 350p. HN, DD..........2- 22s cece eee cece eee eens $60.00 
COLLECTING POLITICAL AMERICANA, Sullivan 

HB. 1978, 248p.. HN. Color & B/W photos .......--.-------+---: $15.95 
PRESIDENTIAL and CAMPAIGN MEMORABILIA, Gores 

PB, 1982, 156p. HN, Color & B/W photos .......-...-.-----+-++- $12.95 


WORLD COUNTERMARKS ON MEDIEVAL AND MODERN COINS, 
Brunk 

HB, !976, 400p.. Anthology of articles from the Numismatist, 

Introcductsonn PG. occas nce clase cist ots einvavolois la /elelorels evevelofatereteyelalare « $40.00 
BRITISH COUNTERMARKS ON COPPER & BRONZE 
COINS, Scott 


HB. 1975, 190p.. DD, HN. SR, 1200 listed..........-..-+---+------ $29.56 
COUNTERMARKED COINS OF THE U.S. & Canada, Brunk 
HB, 1984, DD, PG, HN, SR .........6 2-2 see cece cree cece cece e eee write 


____ EARLY U.S., HARD TIMES & CIVIL WAR TOKENS —— 
EARLY AMERICAN TOKENS 1700-1832, Rulau 


PB, 1983, 36p., DD, PG (3 grades), HN, 2nd Edition .............-. $9.95 
CIVIL WAR CORP BADGES, Phillips 

HIP) DD. HIN oie cisw rec cia ceintsic steele eisiois ott creo slalvinieivisiielsinisiaia(eiers $30.00 
HARD TIMES TOKENS, Rulau 

PB, 1981, 64p., 2nd. ed., PG (4 grades), DD, HN, SR..........-.-.. $4.95 
EDGAR H. ADAMS PLATES OF LYMAN H. LOW’S H.T.T. 

PB, 1980 reprint, 39p., 15 plates, PG, super quality...............- $25.00 
U.S. MERCHANT TOKENS, 1845-1860, Ruiau 

PB, 1982, 128p., DD, PG (4 grades), HN, photos............-....-- $9.95 


U.S. CIVIL WAR STORECARDS, Fulds 
HB, 1975, 615+ p., 2nd ed., revised. Lists 8500 plus C.W.T., 


DD: RG. photos, SRie eae Ses is oe on saieic ereteeie stele elstelsial «ict $50.00 
A GUIDE TO CIVIL WAR STORECARDS TOKENS, Fulds 

PB, 1962 (Reprint), 96p. Obsoleted by above ..............--..--- $10.00 
UNLISTED CIVIL WAR TOKENS — ANS, Harris 

PB, 1975, 30p.. Brief descr., photos, RG ............--- eee eee eee $7.50 
PATRIOTIC CIVIL WAR TOKENS, Fulds 

PB, 1981 reprint, 80p., PG, RG, HN, SR, photos, (obsolete) .......- $10.00 
PATRIOTIC CIVIL WAR TOKENS, CWTS & Fulds 

HB, 1984, 370p. DD, PG, 1200 photos, 100 Die-A-Grams .......... $25.00 


CIVIL WAR SUTLER TOKENS AND CARDBOARD 
SCRIPT, Schenkman 


HB, 1983, 103p.. DD, RG, HN, SR, photos.............-...----+- $27.50 
UNITED STATES TRADE TOKENS, 1866-1889, Rulau 
PB, 1983, 224p.. DD. SR. PG (4 grades), photos .................. $12.95 


* SPECIAL OFFER on Rulau References 
All four Rulau books (E.A.T.. H.T.T., U.S.M.T., U.S.T.T.) ......... $29.95 
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—_____ STATES or REGIONS ——___ 


SALOON TOKENS OF THE UNITED STATES, Schmidt 


HB, 1984, DD, HIN, SR .... 2... 6-0 e ee eee eee eee eee erence ences write 
ALASKA TOKENS, Benice 

HB, 1979, 28p., DD, PG, HN, SR, photos .......-.-.-..---+------ $15.00 
ARIZONA TOKENS, Birt 

PB, 1982 (revised), 34p., RG, index......-..------+--+----+-+-0e- $17.50 
BRITISH COLUMBIA TRADE TOKENS, Hil 

PB, 400p., RG, PG, SR, line drawings ........-.-------+-++-+++-- $16.00 
CALIFORNIA TRADE CHECKS, Album : 

HB, 1974, 950+ p., DD, RG, 3 Vol. set ........---------+---+eeeeee $35.00 
CANADIAN TOKENS AND MEDALS, Hoch 

HB,352p., DD, Reprints of The Numismatist...°.....------..+---- $40.00 
CANADA PRESBYTERIAN COMMUNION TOKENS, Bowman 

HB, 1965, 92p., HIN 2.0.5... 2 seisie00 osteo este ooo = ee eee $12.50 
COLORADO MERCHANT TOKENS, Wngnt 

HB, 1977, 336p., DD, RGI some photos & HN w/supplement ...... $25.00 

. x) Mt 2. nscacise cc cece mete eee $15.00 

TOKENS OF THE DANISH WEST INDIES, Soemod 

PB, 1980, 112p., Coins & Tokens, esp. countermarked, 
DD in Danish, PG, photos, mintages, 200+ photos ................ $2250 | 
THE MEDALS OF ECUADOR, Almanzar 
PB, 1972, 55p., HN, DD, PG © 222. 1c o20. sebastien ee eee $5.00 
FINLAND TOKENS, COINS, PAPER, Holmasto 
PB, 1979, 85p., RG, HN, SR, English insert....-.......----------- $14.50 © 
FLORIDA TRADE TOKENS, Clark : 
HB, 1980, 287p., DD, RG, some photos, SR........-.------+--.--- $25.00 
HAWAIIAN MONEY, Medcalf & Russell 

HB, 1978, 96p., Brief Descr., PG, SR, photos .........---.---.+.-- $10.00 — 
TOKEN COINAGE OF GUATEMALA, Clark 

PB, 1974, 78p., DD, PG (2 grades), SR, 500 listed.............-...- $4.95 ° 
TRADE TOKENS OF ILLINOIS, Vacketta 

HB, 1983, DD, RG, HN 2nd. ed., photos.......--.....-..+.-..--- $29.95 | 
INDIANA TRADE TOKENS, Wagaman 

PB. 1981, 302p., DD, PG, RG. SR: 2... .-2- 5. se eee eee $16.00 
TOKENS OF IRELAND, Seaby 

HB, 1970, 167p., PG, HN, SR, photos .........-..--------+-.--+-- $7.50 
LOUISIANA TRADE TOKENS, Crawford 

HB, 1982, 362p., PG, RG, HN, SR, photos ...........---.--.----- $19.95 | 
MALTA MEDALS, COINS, BANKNOTES, Said 

PB, 1982, 103p., DD, PG, HN, SR, all full color plates ............-- $7.50 
NUMISMATICS OF MASSACHUSETTS, Storer 

PB, 1981 reprint, 319p., HN, SR, photos .........-.--------+-++-- $35.00 
PROCLAMATION & OFFICIAL AMERICAN:(MEXICO) 
MEDALS OF THE KINGS OF SPAIN, Medina 

HB, 1973 reprint, 340p., DD, new RG, HN (in Spanish) ............ $35.00 
MEDALS OF MEXICO, Grove 

HB, 1976, 891p. in 3 Voil., DD, PG, HN, SR, illus. . . - - PER ic 0 $45.00 
MERCHANT TOKENS OF MONTANA, 1889-1939, Gould 

PB, 1978, General descr., photos, RG, HN..........-..-...-+----- $20.00 
NEBRASKA TRADE TOKEN TOWN RARITY LIST, Hosek ; 

PB, 1982, 21p., 2nd. ed... ... «0:5 sascme on 2 so sesiaee eee eee eee $10.00 
CATALOGUE of NEW ZEALAND TOKENS, etc., Lampard 

PB, 1981, 84p., DD, HN, SR, photos, PG (4 grades)..............-- $8.50 
CATALOG OF OKLAHOMA TOKENS, Walker 

PB, 1978; 367p., DD, HN, PG, SR, photos ..........-.--.-------- $25.00 
THE TOKENS OF PUERTO RICO, Vaia 

PB, 1976, 48p.. PG to Hacienda tokens ...........--.--.+-+-+++0-- $7.50 
PLANTATION TOKENS OF PUERTO RICO, Vaia___ 

PB, 1980,.71p:. DD, HN, PG «2.03.2 220-9 - o-oo sees $12.50 
SASKATCHEWAN TRADE TOKENS, Tannahill 
HB, 1980, 219p., DD, RG, HN, SR, photos, drawings ...........-.- $12.50 

TOKENS OF SCOTLAND, Seaby 
HB, 1972, 155p., PG, HN, SR, photos ........-....-..------+---+- $7.50 


TOKENS of SOUTHERN AFRICA and THEIR HISTORY, Theron 
PB, 1978, 159p., DD, HN, SR, photos and separate price 


Guide: 2 Volinisc. on ccde. i aseind doe dee enaete eee eee eee $32.50 
TOKENS OF UTAH, Campbell 

PB, 1980, 392p., DD, PG, HN, SR. rubbings.............-.--.---- $35.00 
Vatican Medals: 
PICTORIAL MEDAL CATALOG, 1417-1942, Mazio 

PB, 136p., 1600 photos, SR..... 2.2222. 2 eee eer eee eee creer tees $25.00 
PAPAL MEDALS & SUPPLEMENT & PRICE GUIDE, Duluca 

HB, 1975 reprint. 413p.. DD, PG, HN. SR, photos ..............-- $42.50 
ANNUAL PAPAL MEDALS, Rinaldi 

HB, 1967, 113p (in Italian), HN, DD ........-...--.--------+-+++- $15.00 
VIRGINIA TOKENS, Schenkman : 

HB, 1980, 238p., DD, RG, photos, some HN ...........--.---+--- $25.00 
MERCHANT TOKENS OF WASHINGTON, D.C., Schenkman 

HB, 1982, 80p.. DD, PG. HN. SR, photos ......-..----..-+---+--- $20.00 
TRADE TOKENS OF WISCONSIN, Johnson 

Vol. 1, 1977; PB. DD «oo. oe cee ec soc e orc ctentae delete a= oe isi reter $10.00 
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—_—_—_—_ TOPICS ————_ 


AMERICAN POLITICAL BADGES AND MEDALETS, 
1789-1892, Sullivan 
HB. 1981. 646p.. DD, HN. SR. photos. The revised DeWitt. with 


1000.new listings. photos............ ee eee e eee cece ee eee cree eee 960.00 


DOLLARS, Hibler & Kappen 


HB. 1963. 156p., DD, HN. PG. SR, photos........--------------- $16.00 


CATALOGUE of UNITED STATES and CANADIAN 
TRANSPORTATION TOKENS, Atwood-Coffee 


HB. 1982, 4th. ed.. 548p., DD, SR, PG (new revised pnices!)........ $25.00 


CATALOGUE of WORLD TRANSPORTATION TOKENS and 
PASSES, Smith 


HB. 1967. 275p.. DD, PG. SR ..........--- 00sec cere eee ener e eee $12.50 
CATALOGUE of WORLD FERRY, SHIP & CANAL 
TRANSPORTATION TOKENS & PASSES, Smith 

HB. 1981, 202p.. DD, HN. PG. SR, some photos....-.-- Ses eicre clare $10.00 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF POLITICAL BUTTONS, Hake 

V. 1 1896 1972. PB. HN. PG, Color & B'W photos .........--.---- $19.95 

VTE FOAN-1976 Same ..6c secs cess eee ces ROE RCO COCs $18.00 

V._ 11789-1916. same .......0.. cece cee eee reece rece cree seees $18.00 
LUMBER COMPANY STORE TOKENS, Trantow 

HB. 1978. 270p.. DD, RG, HN, some photos, SR ...-.------------ $15.00 
BRYAN MONEY, Zerbe 

PB. 1961 reprint, 71p., DD, HN, RG, SR, some photos -...-.......-. $7.50 
THE BATTLE BETWEEN THE MONITOR & MERRIMAC, 

TOKENS & MEDALS, Schenkman ; 
PREIGTOSDOSEING RG a pmotosien trots sine sisi wlelerae etelelniare mie ale aeie ete $3.50 
| JUDIAC TOKENS AND MEDALS, Haffner 
. HB. 1978. 400p.. DD, PG. SR, photos ............------------+-- $25.00 
MEDIA OF EXCHANGE USED IN STATE & FEDERAL 
PENITENTIARIES, Burns 

PR SISGOSDD) HN aphotos eset ce eeinese scicice is ols sole eecier aehe $5.00 
THE PROVINCIAL TOKEN COINAGE OF THE 18TH 
CENTURY, (England). Dalton & Hamer 

HB. 1979 reprint, 640p., DD, HN. SR. line drawings .......-----.-- $75.00 
PROVINCIAL COPPER TOKENS BY PYE 

PB. 1975 reprint, HN. SR, woodcuts (English) .....-----.---------- $5.50 
MEDIEVAL ENGLISH JETONS, Berry 

PB. 1974. 83p.. DD, RN. SR. photos.........-------- eee eee eee $12.50 
ENGLISH SILVER TOKEN COINAGE, 1811-1812, Dalton 

HB. 1968 reprint, 63p.. DD. PG, HN. SR. photos ...-------------- $11.00 
CAR WASH TOKENS, Ford & Coffee 

HB. 1974. 110p.. DD, PG, SR, some photos .....--------------+--- $7.50 
COLLECTING ADVERTISING MIRRORS, Kaduck 

PB. 1973. 56p. Photos, 1982 PG ........--.0-2e eee eee e eee errr $7.00 
ADVERTISING TRADE CARDS, Kaduck 

PB. 1976, 108p.. Color & BW photos, Intro, General PG. 

Onl paMpen, CATAS 9-6 eee ole cssie ies ons 6 + olelne = nie ainin = 2im ieee new n - $10.00 
COLLECTING WATCH FOBS, Kaduck 

PB. 1973. 100p. Brief descr., photos, 1982 PG ......--------------- $7.00 
KU KLUX KLAN TOKENS, Birdsell 

PB. 1981. 40p.. 244 photos, 2nd. ed., PG, HN, SR....----------.--- $5.00 

U.S. SALES TAX TOKENS, Schimmel 

| PB. 1981. 30p.. photos. PG, HN ........---- +--+ 2-22 rere rere $4.95 

| AMERICAN CENTENNIAL TOKENS BY LINGG, Slabaugh 

PB. 1981. 76p., 600 entries, photos, PG, HN.....-.-----------++-++ $4.95 
YESTERDAY'S ELONGATEDS, Martin-Dow : 

PB. 1981, 298p., DD, PG, HN, SR, photos ..-......----------+--- $25.00 

Same. Hardbound.....,.0::.00c cnet eee t cece ese cceceeeeees $35.00 
BRYAN POLITICAL BADGES, BUTTONS, etc. 

Reprint of 1896 sales catalog, 24p........+-s-++-2 cece eee e cree eee $6.50 
| FRANKLIN and NUMISMATICS, Bradfield 

| PB. 1982. 84p. Numismatist articles ........---------+-+--++-+-+- . . $8.00 
| HOBO NICKELS, Rominer 

PB. 1982. 106p. HN, photos .......-.-+-eeeeee rece teeter erect ee $8.95 
CHRISTMAS TOKENS and MEDALS, Slabaugh 

PB, 1966. 32p.. DD, photos .:........-..s2 eee rere reece terres $3.00 

- MERCHANT COUNTERSTAMPS, Gould 

PB, 1962, 16p., HN, some photos ........-----+--+2+22ee0e errs $7.50 
MASONIC CHAPTER PENNIES, King 

PB, 370p., 1982 reprint, DD, HN, SR ......-------------+--+-+0+> $35.00 

——_—__ WORLD'S FAIR ———— 
1893 COLUMBIAN WORLD'S FAIR COLLECTIBLES, Rossen 

PB. 1976, 146p., Color, B/W photos, 1982 PG ......-.--.-.----+-- $10.00 
1893 COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION ADMISSION AND 
CONCESSION TICKETS, Doolin 

PB, 1981, 22p., color cover, DD, RG, HN, SR .....--------------- $10.00 
MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS, THE EXONUMIA OF THE 1904 
WORLDTFAIR, Krueger : 

PB. 1979, 88p., Intro, photos, PG, SR .......--------- +2222 eee $15.00 


World 


——_ U.S. MEDALS 


MEDALS STRUCK BY THE.U.S. MINT, THE FIRST CENTURY. 
1792-1892, R.W. Juan 


HB, 1977. 425p.. DD. HN. mintages. photos, SR.......-.--------- $29. % 
1982 PRICE GUIDE TO U.S. MINT MEDALS, Hartzog 
PB, 1982, PB. HN. unlisted photos, mintages .......---++--+--2---- $6 9% 


THE PRESIDENTS MEDALS, 1789-1977, MacNeil 
PB, 1977, 160p. Inaugural Medals. Color & B’'W photos. 


Detailed HN, mintages........00... 000 n cece erent eter sees $9.95 
Same, Hardbound..........6 2. cece center e nn nter terres $13.95 
COLLECTORS GUIDE TO PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURAL 
MEDALS & MEMORABILIA, Levine - 
PB, 1981, 120p.. PG, mintages, some photos, HN .......----------- $8.95 


AMERICAN COLONIAL HISTORY ILLUSTRATED BY 
CONTEMPORARY MEDALS, Betts 


HB, 1972 reprint. 365p..DD, HN, PG, SR......-..-.---+--- e+e $15.00 
THE MEDALS & TOKENS OF HENRY CLAY, Elder 
PB, reprint, HN, bref descr., photos .....----+0ees eter reer e eres $4.00 


MEDALLIC PORTRAITS OF WASHINGTON, Baker 

HB, 1965 reprint. 250+ p., DD, PG, notes by Fuld.........-------- $25.00 
DICTIONARY of ARTISTS, DESIGNERS, MODELLERS, 
ENGRAVERS and DIE SINKERS. WHOSE WORKS WERE 
COMMISSIONED by or STRUCK by THE U.S. MINT, 
1792-1977, Filos 

HB, 1983, HN. photos . 2.2.0... 0 000s cece e tenet ecees $35.00 
ASSAY MEDALS and the ASSAY COMMISSIONS, 
1841-1977, Filos 


HB, 1983, HN, photos . 20.20... 66. ne teeter ee eeee $45.00 
SPECIAL: DICTIONARY & ASSAY .........--00:see secre ree ee $55.00 
——_____ WORLD MEDALS ———— 

ART OF THE MEDAL, Jones 

PB, 1979, 192 p. {8 color). HN, photos. 

An excellent introduction to medals ..............+ 0000s eee e+ $15 00 

Same, Hardbound. ... 2.0.0.0... eee e eee tenance ete aes $25 00 
THE MEDALLIC PORTRAITS OF SIR WINSTON 
CHURCHILL, Engstrom 

HB, 1972. 52p., DD, 93 photos, HN, PG, mintages ......-.-----+-- $12.50 
THE ARCHITECTURAL MEDAL: ENGLAND IN THE 19TH 
CENTURY, Taylor 

HB, 1978, 244p.. HN, SR, 272 photos... .-..0.-+0s iserbehteaeen ant aa $45.00 
THE MEDALLIC PORTRAITS OF A. HITLER, Colbert 

HB, 1981. 160p.. photos (265 items), DD, FIN SSRs: ee eect eee $13.95 
THE MEDALS OF KARL GOETZ, Kienast 

HB, 1980 reprint, 284p..DD, HN, SR............ 6000-0 eee eee ees $36.00 
THE FACES OF CAPTAIN COOK, Klenman 

HB. 1982, 85p., DD. HN, SR, 200+ photos . sive niees gee ee +--+ $40.00 
OLYMPIC COINS & MEDALS, Eberhardt 

PB, 1980, 290p.. DD. HN, SR (in German) .......-.4.-++0-+-+>-- $12.50 
MEDALS BY GIOVANNI CAVINO, Lawrence } 

PB, 1980, 31p.. HN. DD... 2.2. ee ent eeie ye ote = + + ss ~ $7.00 
FRENCH MEDALS IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM 

HB, 288p., 90 photos, Vol. |: AD 1402-1610........s.cseee eee e ees $75.00 


BIOGRAPHIC DICTIONARY OF MEDALLISTS, Forrer 

HB, 1980 repmint. 8 vol. set, 5000+ p., HN, photos, line drawings. 

etc. Highly recommended ..... 2... 60.20 eee ue ee recente tee secc ee $525.00 
BRITISH HISTORICAL MEDALS, 1760-1960,-Brown 

Vol. |: HB. 1980. 496p., 406 plates, DD, RG, 


Locations of specamens, Intro... .....6.0- eee e eee erent eee eee $125.00 
MEDALLIC ILLUSTRATIONS: GREAT BRITAIN & {RELAND 

Oversized HB. 1979 reprint, 183 plates, text...........-..------- $115.00 
Abbreviations ORDERING INFORMATION 


POSTAGE is an additional $! 50 on orders under $15. 
$2.50 on orders over $15; POSTPAID on orders overs S&S 
For RUSH dehvery. add an additional $2.00 

Minors residents please add 5° sales tax 


HD) Hardtsund 

PB Paperbound sat «mer 

DD Detaled Desorpten af 
vach entry 

PG Prev Guide 

RG Ranty Gude. no pres 

HN Histoncal Notes 

SRK Standard Reference 
catalog numbers used nm 
auchons and by clectors 


Overseas: Please add 20°. for msured postage. excess refunded 
Otherwise sent bookrate Sea mat 


RICH HARTZOG 


Lxonumia 


POB 4143XL ROCKFORD, IL 61110-0643 
(815) 226-0771 
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Plate 2. Photograph on the left is view of a "typical" 
color plate, illustrating the screen composition need- 
ed to ink the three primary colors (plus black.) Photo 


on the right is a 


closeup of an electrotype embossed 


illustration. These photographs are magnified about 25 
times (25X). Note the surface ‘grain’ of the ‘coin’ on 


the right. 


ON THE right side of the 
illustration is a similarly 
magnified photograph of an 
embossed coin, which, as 
you can see, is just like 
looking at a real coin; the 
fidelity is that precise. 

IT LOOKS as if there were 
three steps involved in the 
process: first, the black 
background was printed, 
possibly by an inked roller 


over the paper. Second, a 
blank, colored disk was 
printed. Finally, the em-_ 


bossed impression was stamp- 
ed. 


BEYOND that, I really don't 


know the details of how the 
dies were made, or how the 
plates were printed. 
QUESTIONS I hope to answer 
are: Were the dies backed 
with lead? What kind of 
presses were used? How were 
they grouped together to 
print a plate? There ‘re 
other questions, too. 

WHY were these books made? 
is a good question. There 
were many reasons, but the 
basic reason is the same as 
why coin books are made to- 
day. 

A MAJOR function of many of 
the books was’ to aid money 
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Brown..... 


changers and bank personnel 
in the identification of 
coins in circulation at the 


time, and in the detection 
of counterfeits. 

SOME of the embossed books 
were merely popular books 
or card albums with pretty 
illustrations; others were 
scholarly works, or illus- 
trated coin cabinets. 

WHERE were these books pro- 
duced? is another question 
of interest. Germany leads 
with eleven titles; in fact 
one in English and one in 
Swedish were printed in Ger- 
many, giving that country a 
total of thirteen. Nine ti- 
tles were published in En- 
gland, seven in the U.S.A., 
two in Austria, and one in 
France. 

WHO made these books? When 
you gather together several 
of the books, you discover 
that just a few groups were 
responsible for publishing 
the majority: The Schaefer 
publishing house in Leipzig 
Germany, produced nine; the 
house of Adolph Henze, also 
ine Leipzig, ~produced? four; 
Barklay's Process in En- 
gland produced four; and in 
the U.S.A., Snowden's Mint 
Manual, the American Bond 
Detector, anda reissue of 
Lts coin plates, derived 
from Snowden, account for 
three. 

(This article will continue 
in the next issue, featuring 
more illustrations, and a 36 
line bibliography of all the 
known embossed books.-Ed.) 
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PRESIDENT CALLS FOR 
GENERAL MEETING 


Orosz Featured Speaker 
President Cal Wilson has 
called a general meeting of 
the Numismatic Bibliomania 
Society, to be held at 8:30 

p.m., Saturday, 28 July 

1984, in the Marquette 'B' 
room, Westin Hotel, Detroit, 
Mich. 

Joel Orosz, an NBS mem- 
ber, and a staff member of 
the Public Museum, Kalama- 
zoo, Mich., has accepted 
President Wilson's invita- 
tion to be the guest speak- 
er for the affair; his topic 
will be the preservation 
and restoration of books, 
and the deacidification of 
paper. 

All members are urged to 
attend, and to take a guest. 
The meeting will be open to 
thespublic. 


aK Kehr aah Kw K KK KAKA KA KKK YK 


CLASSIFIED | 


ELDER auction catalog. June, 1925. 
The Skilton Collection. Yesterday's 
Standard reference. Coins & medals 
of the Western hemisphere. Reprint, 
including PRL, $15.00. Steve Eyer, 
Box, .3cl-NBS. 2 Mtn eZ10N LU 1.62549. 
(217) 864-4321. 

WANTED in any condition if salvage- 
able, any numismatic work of Jose 
Toribio Medina. Also wanted: Latin 
American bibliographies containing 
numismatic citations. Please quote 
title, condition and price in first 
letter. Carling Gresham, editor. 
ZAK Collection. Jess Peters, Inc., 
Sale #100, September 1979. Standard 
reference on Martin Luther medals 
and coins. $15.00, including PRL. 
Jess Peters, Inc., P.0. Box 123-NBS 
Decatur, IL 62525. 
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Mystery Book Reveals Some Secrets 


By Mike Carter 
Beverly Hills, CA 


TWO years ago at the Mem- 
phis International Paper 
Money Convention, I purchas- 
ed a presentation vignette 
book that is somewhat dif- 
ferent than those that are 
seen normally. 

THE overall Size of the 
book is 6-3/4 by 8 inches, 
and roughly 1/4 of an inch 
thick. (ites boundsine rus 
burgundy Morocco leather, 
and both the front and back 
covers are tooled and deco- 
rated in gold with the offi- 
cial heraldic eagle in the 
four corners. 

AT THE center of both the 
front and back is again 
found the heraldic eagle in 
a larger version tooled in- 
to the leatner, but ungilt- 
ed, i.e., ‘blind stamped.' 
Also on the cover below the 
central eagle is the gilted 
name of either the present- 
er or the recipient of the 
book, William P. Malburn. 
THE spine is heavily decora- 
ted in gilt with raised 
bands, and displays the ti- 
tle, Portraits. The edges 
of the pages are spattered, 


(i.e., sprinkled.-Ed) pur- 
ple andthe end pages and 
inside covers are marbled 


purple with gilt overlays. 
THIS magnificient book con- 
tains no title page or text 
hence, this writer s1s un 
able to identify many of 
the individuals. 

THE first engraving is the 


familiar northeast view of 
the Whitehouse, which is 
Still printed by the B.E.P. 
for sale to the public. 
FOLLOWING the scene of the 
Whitehouse are all of the 
presidents in chronological 
order from Washington to 
Wilson, the 28th president. 
ANOTHER engraving of the 
Whitehouse, this time the 
southeast view, still avail- 
able from the B.E.P., fol- 
lows the presidents; then 
there are various portraits 
of statesmen, and a few dup- 
licated presidential por- 
traits. The book ends with 
a southeast view of the Cap- 
itol, also available from 
the B.E.P. 

ALL of the engravings are 
on India paper, die-sunk in- 
to cardboard, and many of 
the portraits are of those 
found on various issues of 
U.S. currency. 

WILLIAM Peabody Malburn was 
born on June 7, 1868, and 
served as the Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Treasury by 
appointment of President 
Wilson, from 1914 to 1917. 
HE WAS VP of the American 
Exchange National Bank, New 


When you steal from one 
author it's plagiarism; if 
you steal from many, it's 
research. 

..-Wilson Mizner 
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Garters .. 


York City, 1919-31, and VP 
of the Chicago Title and 
Trust Company, 1933-39. 


MALBURN authored two books 
on commercial banking, What 


Happened to Our’ Banks, pub- 
lished in 1934, and The 
Principles Of Commercial 


Banking, date unknown. He 
died on April 9, 1945. 
I WOULD assume that Malburn 


was the recipient of the 
book since it probably was 
assembled after or just 
Beior to 1917, .which year 
was the last of his term in 
the Treasury. It was also 
the last year of Wilson's 


first term as president. 

WILSON 'S portrait 21s =the 
last presidential portrait 
in the book, leading me to 
believe that it was present- 
ed to Malburn for exemplary 
service to the Treasury or 
to the government. Also, I 
find sit —ditticult |-to-~be- 
lieve that he would have 
presented the book to some- 
one with his name stamped 


on the front cover. 
IT's 


interesting to hold 


1. Railroad Currency: 


of which 


RAILROAD CURRENCY PUBLICATIONS 
By Dr. Muscalus 
Bank notes and scrip 
hundred railroads, 1830's-1971. All notes illustrated. . . . . $5.00 
2. Georgia Railroad Currency Comprehensively Illustrated. 


CIONS With ValueS.  « « s .5 6 + « © +0 4 pe da i See ee al 5.50 
3. Mississippi Railroad Currency Comprehensively Illustrated. With 
WSR USCVAtIONS serouroms- tues ea « Ye eta ee -50 


4. Locomotive Engravings on State Bank Notes & Scrip, 1832-1875. Sixty- 
four illustrations of different locomotive engravings. 1964. . $5.00 
5. Early Ships & Shipbuilding on Paper Money. 107 illustrations. .$5.50 
6. Transportation Currency: Bank notes & scrip representative of forty- 
five varieties of transportation companies. 48 illus. 1974. . . $3.00 


Historical Paper Money Research Institute 
Box 187, Bridgeport, PA 19405 
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AUTHORS, ATTENTION! 


Editorial copy should be 
typed, double-spaced on 
white bond, with a 1.5-inch » 
margin at the top, and 
l-inch on the other sides. 
Please do NOT add proof 
marks or make corrections, 
except for dates, spelling 
of names and places, etc., 
which the editor would not 
know. 

All Photographs must be 
identified clearly, but use 
only a felt marker when 
writing on the backs of 
prints. Thank you! 


Do naa Te ea 


this incredible book and 
think of whcese hands it has 
passed through.... a presi- 
dent's, a treasurer's.... 
who knows? But, it's fasci- 
nating to think about. 

THE book's sheer beauty, 
and its significance to the 
currency and official docu- 
ments issued by the U.S., 
I'm an avid col- 
lector, will always make it 
one of the highlights of my 
library. 5 5 


representative of over one 


99 illustra- 
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for Elusive Coin Books 


By Wayne K. Homren 


Atlantic Highlands, NJ 


EXAMINING my meager collect- 
ion of coin books a few 
years ago, I realized that 
my ‘'numismatic library' had 
many large gaps. I quickly 
sprang into action and drew 
up a want list. 

BEING the good student I 
was, I realized the value 
of a good background in the 


classics. Even though if 
wasn't actively collecting 
Large Cents, I'd need a 
CODVI OF Shelidon'‘s Penny 
Whimsy, and no library 
would be complete without 
Crosby's Early Coins of 
America. (I thought, A lst. 


edition would be nice!) 

T “HAD “all” issues” of ~The 
Numismatist since 1977, so 
T'dihavet to pick uptal ss 20L 
the back issues. A complete 
set of the American Journal 
of Numismatics would look 
nice on the shelf, too; and 
maybe a copy of The Story 
of the American Bank Note 
Company, plus a few sets of 
early auction catalogs... 
TAKING a deep breath, I to- 
taled the estimated cost. 
There must be a better way, 
I thought... So, twant listwin 
hand, and armed with my 
thrifty,::21.e>,) Ccheadpsesanas 
ture, I set out in search 
of the 'Ultimate Bargain.' 
FLEA markets and garage 
sales are traditional 
sources of bargains. Every- 
one knows someone whose 
neighbor's aunt bought a 


Coins 


BROWSING through a 


World, on 


Matthew 
for 50 cents, 
tury oriental vase 
quarter. 

BASED on my experiences, 
numismatic literature is a 
bit harder to find. I did, 
however, manage to pick up 
Taxay's Counterfeit, Mis- 
struck and Unofficial U.S. 
for 50 cents) "andaea 
few older 'Red Books' for a 
similar amount. 

PUBLISHER'S close-out sales 


Brady photograph 
or a 13th Cen- 
fora 


are another possibility; it 
isn't often that coin books 
turn tips -tiere, but when 
they do, they're often 
great bargains. Several 
years ago I bought a copy 


of Bowers' Coins and Col- 
lectors that way. 

book 
more recently, I came 
Doty's Money of the 
sale for S4e9a2 
a beautifully 21ius-— 
trated, 240-page, large-for- 
mat book. You can't go 
wrong at that price, so Il 
bought a copy. Before I fin- 
ished “reading it,  I=sweng 
back to the store to buy 
three more copies to give 
to friends. 

SECOND-hand bookstores are 
more promising places to 
look for numismatic books. 
You might be thinking that 
they're unlikely places to 
find numismatic literature, 
and you'd be right, but you 
also might be pleasantly 


store 
across 


It's 


| 
: 


Dollar. 
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surprised at the quality, 
price and variety of books 
you do find there. 

FOR example, it was on just 
such a shelf that I discov- 
ered my copy of Willem's, 
The United States Trade 
The book is a clas- 
sic, one of the most’ thor- 
oughly researched numismat- 
ic books ever published. It 
cost. me only $6.00, and was 
easily worth it. 

A FEW weeks later, I discov- 
ered an old 'Blue Book’ on 
the same shelf. For a brief 
moment I considered bargain- 
ing on the price, but decid- 
ed I couldn't go wrong for 
$1.50. (I was poor, but not 
that poor!) 

WHEN I got home I checked 
some recent book auction 
catalogs, and learned that 
someone had paid $75.00 for 


another copy of the same 
book...a 1943, second edi- 
tion of Yeoman's Handbook 


of United States Coins. 


WHEN I was just beginning 
to buy books, I came across 
a copy of Valentine's The 
Half Dimes, 
author; it 


United States 
signed by the 
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WARNING! 


Smoking near disk drives 
can be dangerous to the 
disk's 'health.' Smoke may 
accumulate on the sensitive 
disk surfaces and corrupt 
any information thereon, 
making retrieval garbled, 
difficult, or impossible. 


Ye Editor, 
Experience 


FR IES 


was marked $25.00. Being 
both poor and ignorant, I 
passed it up. A week later, 
having regained my senses, 
I returned to the shop, but 
alas, the book was gone. As 
graduate students are typi- 
cally overworked, underfed 
and exhausted, I dismissed 
the incident as fanciful 
hallucination. Thus, the 
book really wasn't there in 
the first place. 

MY LIBRARY is still missing 
most of the items on my 
original want list, but, as 
you can see, it's much more 
enlightening, and downright 
fun, to search them out for 
yourself. 


>>>>>> JIM WEBB RARE COINS 


Coins & Medals: Bought, Sold & Appraised 


Offering the Best in Numismatic Literature 


Now Buying for Mail Bid Sale #3 


PeO. Box. 2179, bake Placid,, FL 33852 


ANA 


(813) 465-4765 
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THE LAST WORD 


Me and My 64, and Other 
Miscellaneous... 


This issue of The Asylum 
has been typeset on a CBM 


64, programmed by an Omni- 
Writer, linked to a Silver- 
Reed, 550 printer. 

All of the editorial copy 
was set using that system. 
The only ad copy that was 
done otherwise was Kolbe's 
ad and Hartzog's centergate 
spread. 

The headlines on the five 
major articles were set on a 
typesetting machine by the 
(human) printer. 

You'll notice a variety of 
composition styles, such as 
no paragraph indentation on 
most articles, but used in 
Others. tasmhere: 

Some of the type faces will 
appear bolder, due to dif- 
ferent ribbons being used. 
The ribbon used here and 
in Bergman's ad is a single- 
strike Mylar. Most of the 
balance is printed with a 
multi-strike Mylar, which 
appears to the eyes as much 
bolder. How they'll -printyl 
Con Gaknovwa which. isuthe 
purpose of this column. 

Do you like ‘ragged right! 
margins, such as this one, 
or do you prefer justified 
(flush right)? 

One column, as on the 
front page, or two columns? 
Which typeface pleases you? 
This column is set in pro- 
pOrtiond|, (Po, me but most 
of the editorial copy is set 


The Asylum 


in Courier 12. The back 

cover is Courier 10; Dr. 

Muscalus' ad is Mini Gothic. 
+, cei a Pee 

I have a database program. 
which will allow me to ana- 
lyze auction results. I'd 
like to publish the prices 
realized of most numismatic 
book auctions that've been 
conducted over, say, the 
last 10-20 years. 

I haven't participated in 
every numismatic book auc- 
tion within that time, so I 
need lots of help from you, 
the readers. (Intended!) 

If feasible, send copies 
of your invoices from as 
many auctions as you can. 
I'll store the informationmum 
the computer program, then 
return your paperwork. 

I'll need: author, title, 
edition/date, condition, 
estimated value, and price 
realized. You may submit as 
many entries as you like. 

Your name will be kept in 
confidence. If the results 
are published in book form, 
which is unlikely, for I 
prefer to publish in this 
magazine, you'd receive 
credit; ofcourse, (Gib @ae 
didn't. object.-to-publieizg 
ing your name.) 

Now, it's your turn!-CG 


* * *€ * * *K * 


As good almost kill a man 
as kill a good book: who 
kills a man kills a reason- 
able creature, God's image; 
but he who destroys a good 
book kills reason itself. 
---John Milton 
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Reprint of Ed. Frossard's classic house organ, limited 
to only one hundred numbered copies. Offset from one 
of the few original sets still intact. Nearly 500 pages. 
Spiral bound in tan, heavy card covers. One of only 

a handful of early privately published periodicals to 

endure as evidenced by its fourteen year lifespan. 
Filled with informative, interesting and humorous 


articles and anecdotes. Outspoken and often critical 


of his contemporaries, Frossard's journal reflects the 
romanticism and simplicity of the hobby in its infancy. 
Witness firsthand the scathing pen as it was directed 
at such luminaries as John Scott, W. Elliot Woodward , 
the Chapman Brothers, and David Proskey, while at 
the same time showering its affection toward Edward 
Cogan, William Strobridge, and S.K. Harzfeld, among 
others. While of American influence, numerous mono 
graphs appear relating to foreign and ancient numis-— 
matics. A must for the finest of numismatic libraries. 


Price: $128.00, postpaid, while the supply lasts. 


CAL WILSON 


38228 Glenmoor Dr. 
Fremont, CA 94536 
(415) 792-4133 


Looked at rightly, the possession of any old 
book is a sacred trust, which a conscientious 


owner or guardian would as soon think of 


ignoring as a parent would of neglecting his 


child. An old book, whatever its subject or 
internal merits, is, Enruly a portion, of the 
national history; we may imitate it and print 
it in facsimile, but we can never exactly 
reproduce it; and as an historical document 
it should be carefully preserved. 


--eWilliam Blades 


"| THappy- ol a : CHappy- Ng } Saopie 
oe ’ Holidays ’ “Holidays ' Holidays 


THE AdYLAG 


Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


Volume II, No. 4 Fall, 1984 


Inside: | 


Everything you've always wanted to know about 


the care and preservation of your books, bute 


didn't know where to ask! Joel Orosz makes aa 


Bounce easy = and: it $15 .c2-but pay ae eutd om! His 


freeeuctive article begins On. « « ».* « page 5. 


President Wilson issues an ‘official’ call for 
nominations and an election, both due in 1985. 
Mem so wonders how nets going to get along 
PeespouLe ust His tarewele Ws on. . . . = «page 3% 


From ‘across the pond' we get the opinions of a 
learned book dealer, who believes the numismatic 
literature market is due to move... Which way? 

Up, naturally! Meet Yasha Beresiner on. page ibs) 


For those who've been waiting for this issue 
jWiemetrourcad the finalerot iDr. Brown swarticle 
on embossed coin books, your Christmas wish will 
Pear he dmOn wi mel oe eeusreemes ve ee eure page. Lge 


To give us a genuine farewell, President Wilson 
treats us to a run-down on those enigmatic and 
elusive ANA auction catalogs from the ‘year 
Pe Road coe deralted study On... «page: 2/e 


There was more editorial copy, but there wasn't 
enough space, or money, to allow you more Joy 
than one might expect at this time of year. 
Pree Pyinour advert 1 seers!) BUY BOOKS FOR XMAS, 
and enjoy them ALL year long! Happy holidays! 


The Asylum 


OVA Elaex 


GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE 
Fine Numismatic Books 
P. O. Drawer 1610A, Crestline, CA 92325 USA 
Telephone (714) 338-6527 
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Numismatic Literature 
purchased and sold 
want lists solicited 


MR 


John F. Bergman 
4273 iroquois ave. 
lakewood, ca 90713 


we 


(213) 421-0171 after 4 p.m. pst and on weekends 
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Brom the President... 


Election Time! Call for Nominations 


Pespromised in the: Summer, 
1984, issue, The Asylum 1s 
howspeing published’ on a 
@uercerly basis, and’ I~ think 
you'll agree with me that 
woes) ceca, our finest 
ercore ver. iid like Co stake 
ene opoortunity to thank 


@erting) Gresham for’ his dedi- 


ated efforts in assuring 
the continued existence of 
Sumypublication. 

Many of you may not be 
Bvore that the joo as editor 
Woeomtransterred to: Carling 
iene. With instructions’ to 
"Get it out before the ANA!" 
Neddewrchnar*s exactly what ne 
anaes starting “without edrt- 
torial or advertising copy, 
he singlehandedly assured Ma 
Pei verprofrits by burning up 
the phone lines, soliciting 
articles and ads, and in 
Veser than six weeks, “Tne 
Asylum was travelling 
through the mails. Addi tion= 
ally) early 1,000 copies 
were distributed on the ANA 
bource Lloor in Detroit, 
Fesculting 2m moresnew mem— 
berships. Thanks, again, CG. 

Pemuecanived, Dy. oeceion 
eepour By-laws, I hereby 
Weeuemacall for nominations 
for the Executive Board for 
themyears 1985-1936~ “AS 
Stated in’ the By-laws, 
"These nominations, in writ- 
mc pishalle be directed? to 
the secretary who shall in 
fivnaskeLor written accept— 
ance from each nominee. The 


‘mote the Society, 


Secretary Shall prepare” an 
official ballot to be mailed 
Wilenne fiisteissue.OL  Ehe 
Secirety Sjournal in edd num 
bered years. Newly elected 
officers shall assume their 
duties immediately upon no- 
tification from the outgoing 
secretary) OL nicialmnouris — 
Cation shall appear am the 
second issue of the journal 
in odd numbered years." 

It's with mixed emotions 
that I'll be stepping down 
ehertly as) youu president. i 
have enjoyed my term despite 
the relative dormancy which 
existed for nearly eighteen 
months. There's no doubt in 
my mind that I could, (and 
Ehould,)} shave’ done more Lo 
promote the NBS during the 
last two years; however, the 
responsibilities of starting 
my own numismatic literature 
dealershipein tatewlLoIsl our 
weighed my obligations to 
the Society for an extended 
period) of jLime:- 

Alenoig ae 1 Welle SOOM ses pass 
ing the gavel to someone 
else, youl mMayabesassurea 
hale eontanues LOM pro— 
and encour- 
age new members to join the 
imeakole 

Acwulastacvedmm Lhew bast 
Loscue jp tii Smyounjorgani= 
Fiat on, Soncmaytmoey Ou, and: L, 
who Must work orinsure 1ts 
continued growth and pros— 
Bivens, 1 ceteke wena’ tele che 
every member will enjoy, and 
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CONSIGNMENTS WANTED FOR MY NEXT MAIL BID SALE 


MICHAEL J. SULLIVAN 


P.O. Box 461 - Winnetka, Illinois 60093 


WANTED FOR MY COLLECTION 


e Hardbound Bowers & Ruddy auction catalogues 


e All early Bowers material: (Bowers newsletters, Empire 
Coin Co. material, Hathaway and Bowers material, etc.) 


e Bowers & Ruddy Special Coin Letters, Mail Bid Sales, 
aniceeti xed se DLice Wists | 


e Hardbound ANA auction catalogues 


e Seaby Newsletters 


e All Wayte Raymond material 


Presildacnt. .. 


A Free Shekel 


The Shekels the six 
times a year entertaining 
yet scholarly publication 
centered in on the review 
of numismatics relating to 
the history of the Holy Land 
and the nearby Middle East. 

Published by the 
American Israel Numismatic 
Association, The Shekel 
includes news of past and 
current Israel issues, 
ancient. Coins, =onCae tokens 
relating to the history of 
Palestine and modern Israel, 
along with book reviews and 
news of collector activities 
in America and abroad. 

A Postcard Brings a 
Sample Issue 


AMERICAN ISRAEL 
NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
POF Boxee 290 
Tamarac Hioridans3o0cy 


perhaps even cherish, this 
issue of The Asylum, but we 
must keep in mind that the 
publication will be onlyea. 
good as we make it. Sovs Gua 
off that old. keyboard§ meas 
down, and knock out a few 
hundred. words for the’ Mex 
issue. 

in closing,, i'd) likesrea 
say that the last two years 
have been one of the most 
rewarding periods of my 
life, and,1I'1l, never forge 
the wonderful relationships 
t've made through, myers 
volvement in the Numismatic 
Bibliomania Society. I look 
forward to continuing. ~hose 
friendships for many, many 
years. sAdteu! Cw 
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Preservation of Leather and Paper, 


or What to do Before Decay ‘Kills’ Your Books 


By Joel J. Orosz 
Kalamazoo, Miche 


(Joel Orosz isa "Curator (of 
meer ore Cawron eat the Kala= 
Mmeazooy, icine, Public’ Muse— 
um. He is a member of the 
NBS, and was guest speaker 
Aine —Goctety “s annual 

mec cinmgvauring the recent 
ANeeconvention in “Detroit. 
Totter clcle 1S "a comprehen-— 
sive, expanded rewrite of 
his speech.-Ed.) 


When I was working on my 
Master's Degree in Museum 
Studres at Case Western 
Reserve “in Cleveland, I 
took a part-time job at the 
Hpevrorivcal Division: of “the 
Cleveland Medical Library 
Association, where I work- 
Sede toe Rare Book Colliec- 
tion. While there, I was 
privileged to handle many 
fine eartions, including 
several ancunabulay, ite. 
books published prior to 
ESO. 

One incunable I remember 
parturveularly was ‘printed by 
Pevermeochocrtrer, apprentice 
tomGutenberg. As i held the 
book in*my cotton-gloved 
(£0 prevent my body oils 
from fouling the book,) 
hands, I was amazed at its 
foncrcion. “Although  1t was 
nea byesolmyears: 61d, the 
Weaetierewas sulle in splen~ 
did shape, and the pages 
were white and «crisp, yet 
Supple. 


What a remarkable con- 
Evastetousome books “pub lish— 
ed Only five, OL six years 
ago, whose pages already 
are turning yellow and brit= 
tlet That Vexpenrence prompt— 
edametOscakerel clic elas 
ses fi veould,. which dealke 
with the problem of paper 
degradation. 

Those classes taught me a 
Melancholy-truci: EVery Man— 
made object, even the 
Sehoerrer sineunable, is -in- 
exorably deteriorating, and 
there so nolming we can do 
LOMStOpMthe processes OF 
decay. 

Even as you read this, 
our libraries are inevita- 
bly 'going the way of the 
dodo.' But, beEore anyone 
suggests ea mutuarecuicide 
pact) tierewis fone vex tena; 
Ling CrercumSLlance 7; we can 
hoOpemcordatnwsconrrol over, 
the rate of deterioration. 

Obvioustbhy frene Schoet fer 
incunable has been decaying 
at a slow rate over the 
past, habb—mri lennvum. By 
takang thes correéet steps, 
we can slow the process of 
degradatwom tore crawl; fand 
add centuries to the useful 
live suOt mOUTe-DOOKS wih srs 
crucwal fortdeterroration 
Wa tse tk OLNNO) Ones Worse; 
some of the things we do, 
Opera Wato. do, EOsour) DOCKs 
can dramatically accelerate 
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the deleterious process. 

We are now entering the 
realm of what museum pro- 
Fessionals and) acchinviuses 
Call “cOnserVatlLlom,, Our 
before. we plLinge sin, al eis me 
throw out a few caveats. 

First, there-is no, such 
thingeas ans universally— 
accepted set of techniques 
Tm this. dascup bine. #he 
entire field of paper con- 
servation. 1s, ion ly sabout 20 
years, Old A sO,wers ti Wiashave 
much to Learn about, st. 
Moreover, we haven't had 
time to observe the long- 
term .et Lect seOte Man yess OUT 
methods in the real world. 

The fteld is changing 
Veuy. Gap daly jephemaccepted 
treatments of yesterday 
often have been shown to be 
harmful today, and»chances 
are that tomorrow a “adical 
new approach will be in 
vogue. 

Tt don't. want to belabor 
the +poOiMe sebUt bi taeSee bite hese 
ly “trues tha teeta oumasked 
ten conservators aboutea 
problem, chances are that 
you'd receive ten different 
answers. 

So, what I write here is 
not to be taken as the 
‘gospel.,.*. andy shou ldmnotebe 
taken as the last word on 
the subject. However, I 
will make recommendations 
based upon a careful study 
O& <chentks Slidyisandeeie willie 
recommend only those proce- 
dures and products that I 
believe to be the most con- 
servative and safe. More- 
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over, everything I'1l recom 
mend will be reversible, 
i.e., Yt can besundone Wwithe 
out damaging your book. 

It's a fundamental priner 
ple of sound conservation 
practice that since we know 
that our techniques may 
prove ineffective, or even 
harmful, in the -longeteane 
and since we can assume 
reasonably that more effec-— 
tive methods will be devel- 
oped: in, the future, severe 
thing we do must .be réevemes 
ible. You should never do 
anything to a book thetteens 
not be undone without caus- 
ing damage. 

You may be thinking, 20h, 
sure; all I'll needetengde 
these things is a few thou- 
sand dollars andsa»sPh.Dawim 
chemistry!" Not. so!) Alagiew 
the procedures I 11 jnecoms 
mend are inexpensive, and 
can be mastered easily by 
any intelligent layman, how- 
ever, you will be required 
to purchase a few products 
from companies which manu- 
facture museum-quality con- 
servation materials. 

Within the text 1 Sian. 
certain products and tell 
you how to use them; follow- 
ing the text 1s a chars 
listing seven companies 
which purvey such materi- 
als, including addresses 
and telephone numbers. Orig- 
inally I had hoped to list 
comparative prices for the 
materials, but that proved 
too large a task. Besides, 
most companies will send 
their catalogs “free onmre. 
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flees timoince | the catalogs 
aren 6 ctoor-large, compari- 
son shopping is relatively 
easy... 

Pica tias. Gatien. exten 
Sive preamble, it's time to 
GetmedownestoO.business: 

Both leather and paper 
are organic materials, 
which means they're subject 
PoPomroaouDle whammy, /dete— 
Protetion. from both.within 
BOM ee aOoutc.. BY way of cons 
trast, inorganic materials 
almost always are very sta-> 
ble within, and subject to 
decay mainly from without. 
PRCoun, Lor instance, has id 
Ste lemincernal Struccure, 
bites scevulnerable.to cor= 
rosion from its external 
environment. 

Since exterior threats 
are easier to see and to 
prevent, let's consider 
them first. There're eight 
Major external enemies, of 
léather and paper. The 
first three shouldn't pose 
Eoonmuch. of problem; “they 
aves people,-insects and 
rodents. 

Nowe leassume that all, of 
us take care to bar from 
Culebra ries those destrhuc- 
tive people, and to watch 
eloselystor-Silverfish and 
micecemes yousdo.discover a 
problem, your friendly 
neighborhood exterminator 
can handle rather easily 
HhewLatter two, and, af 
Vouureglucky;, perhaps) the 
first one as well! Just be 
euremtovralkawith himebe- 


fore he starts so you may 
determine that his chemi- 
calsrwonr tt, haxmmpaper - 

Thestourch eavegory “of 
external threats may. come 
ora soup se ae ie io las te 
eners; rubber bands, paper 
Clips sand: staples. 

Lestne Fores: ofwa, book 
cover crack, it's tempting 
to wrap a rubber band 
AYVOUrCs tia dtO nOlC itaro= 
gether. But rubber bands 
are saturated with sulphur, 
and Wirtie prolonged: Contact, 
Wiel eleavye taysbenrrmible,, dark 
bandwacoundy youn r book: 
Paper clips’ and staples 
generally are made of iron, 
and if, the? paper wets wet, 
Ormiies Chet humpaisy gets Loo 
hi ghea-they aly iste alk over 
ther paper: 

Replace the rubber bands 
wrth linen’ twine.7 Cut a 
piece of linen twine) accord- 
ingeLorthicrronmu lal’ Mea 
suren Lae Ine lgityewldtie and 
thickness) of chemsook,.-add 
the numbers together, multi- 
ply by two (2), then add 
ei1ghtes(Siye mga, Siheiche 
book ta son eke Cea ee. 


Soa Laer ialG 
BAN +E SH" 42 


Lijiax 2290 34 
(inches), 


SOmCG GElnemiwiner a2) LONG. 
Haya thes bookwnlalsonmthe 
table. Wrap the twine about 

Them book coe ciate: tEMmeceus 
viay voller gublelelives Keun. idigles Jexsker.< 
COVELrSeiwist, they tworends 
around each other so that 
they lead in the opposite 
way, then tie them in a bow 
above the top edge of the 
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book. When you're 
throug, = the -po0ek 
Sheuldy “Sook rittke 
the es istration. 
The book is now held 
together securely. 

Any) iron paper «cl ips’ can 
be replaced with clips made 
Of Inert! plastictoMm svatn-— 
lesemisteer Old etaples 
should be removed carefully 
USING wa smali@prlestompend 
up the staples and pull 
then’ oles Yousmay replace 
them with rustproof staples 
made ‘of Monel metal... 1 pre- 
£fery- noe sto use “Staples” or 
paper® clips teal lait Vie can 
help it, because they punc- 
ture and bend paper, but 
it's a matter of prefer— 
ence. Monel staples, by the 
way, will fit into standard 
staplers. 

The fifth external threat 
is that infernal invention 
ObsBeeZlebubehimsel., uranic. 
parent tape, better known 
as” “Scoecine= tape. Whe meite 
3M Company first’ manufactur=— 
ed it, they marketed it as 
a back-repair tape, which 
it most emphatically is 
not. 

Li wou place ty One paver, 
after only a few years it 
beqauns*to turn a -qnastly 
yellow,=and the pressure 
sensitive adhesive degener- 
ates into goo, which then 
migrates into the paper. 

The tape, and some part 


of thecstain-it causes? “usu- 
ally can be removed by 


using toulene or xylene. 
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But...before using theseme = 
tremely volatile chemiteag ues 
one important warning: you 
can't be too careful when 
using them. The slighte¢cs 
spark will set “them Oras 
and’ the vapors® car besdeca. 
In? in™an: enclosed varear 
They're best used under a 
hood, “or at léast ‘outsitee, 
away from cars, barbecue 
Gril is and Crigaceceeas 

The technique is "Very 
simple: First, take"auemem 
Q-Tip, put a smallamounae 
of tthe solvent” one ae, suse 
test the’ ink in an* UunCGeaas 
Sive Spotl Ly tiearaa. 
doesn't “"bieed, "taker me 
document and place it stain- 
ed-side down on a piece on 
white blotting paper (avail- 
able from any offi1ce*® supp 
store.) Then take the “swab 
and apply solvent from the 
back it ‘will soak tnvreuen 
the paper and dissolve part 
of the glue, which° wit teee 
absorbed by the blotter. 

Gently press down on the 
document, then move it to a 
different part of thet or oe. 
ter and repeat the process: 
Finish, if necessary, by 
applying solvent directly 
to the stained side and 
blotting again. Fi pese i, 
ble) “dry under" Glassvywiaa 
blotting paper to absorb 
the excess solvents. Try 
not to teuch the solvemee 
at alDy tor they Litera, 
dissolve the frat= ceive? 
Ouse Kalen 

The? sixth external Cavore 
is/ultraviolet (UV) Sifakis 
whose main source is the 
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EARLY CATALOGS FOR SALE 


One lot of 12 catalogs, all with original plates 


Elder Sales: 


ih Mitiekexeven- 


Gschwend, June 1908 
October 1908 


Mougey, September 1910 
Miller, April 1917 (Large Cents) 


Carleton, 


December 1917 


Hewitt bartleti,edalUciaven lL? Lo 
MeCoy-Bbrown—i7eielvlarcie ls 16 
Miller, May 1920 (Colonials, Ancients) 
Me Wii lier eb atiartey at 4 


Chapman Sales: Jenks, December 1917 


Beckwith, 


April 1923 


Alvord,.Juner 1.924 
For sale as a lot only: $12,000 firm! 


Denis W. Loring 


PROne Box 503 
Newson, NAv@aloi01 


Chas Zickeue 


SUlpemite /OUr. bOOKSy.lLace, a 
window and are exposed re- 
peatedly to the sunlight, 
the colors will fade badly. 
Tre com comthat. allivor. us 
have seen the popular 'Red 
Books' with pink spines, 
Comrrecy Or UVe madbatlion, 

This exposure also raises 
the energy levels of cer- 
tain impurities in the 
leather and paper. When 
this energy is released it 
causes 'bond cleavage,' 
(which we'll hear more 
about later,) and speeds 
the deterioration of the 
book. 

The best remedy is to 
cover the windows in your 
iSbvarvewath-asshutter that 
VWiteolock hall, radiation 


from the outside. A typical 
windowshade or curtain is 
not enough; UV light pene- 
trates them easily. 

An absolute necessity is 
ay (Nees iiehy Sik emcie. vl 
covering made of the same 
Wave rateera seechate ane tOOl— 
ball helmets. It must be 
custom-fitted to each win- 
dows wanObeit a ele COSte about 
SS5OOrperawandow, whach;. 1 
must admit, is rather ex- 
pensive, but necessary. 

Such shutters can be 
adjusted to any position, 
but when closed, they lock 
together to exclude 100% of 
Serle MINE molested! EN ey engenmeresy— 
TONY OUSCansouy Ores 500 
Canmliteralilvyscsaver yoursen— 
cire-ibrany. bortunately, 
though, there're some inci- 
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dental paybacks; they pro- 
vide a considerable energy 
savings, 25 to 40% per win- 
dow, and they virtually bur-— 
glar-proof every window on 
which they're .installed. 

For more” information, Con- 
tact: ,Roll—a-Way shutter, 
Pine Marketing-Groupy 10577 
@ak VSpe ONY) Soler eeers = 
bure / hiv 33702... liebe paone, 
813-576-6044. 

You will have wasted your 
money im buying ta Roll=a— 
Way Shutter, however, A 
you have fluorescent lights 
in your librany, +. lena ney 
are prolitiessourcessol uy 
Kadration.“ldeably, tmey 
should be replaced with in- 
candescent lights, which do 
nolwenitaUVeradia hiOnte ht 
Chis wisn poseable, sou 
must buy sleeves that fit 
Over sEnew cubes and) wriver 
theeworst OLerier radiation, 
The sleevesy® tuough, tase 
for= only three LOwLive 
Vears and  mMusuebe replaced 
at Chae peintyeor- ciey es 
come completely ineffect-— 
ive. 

The seventh exterior 
threat, extremes of tempera- 
ture and humraity,) can ead 
to theve1 gGhtn® probvem/enord 
and= fungus FOL DOOK Ssh ee 
ideal temperature 1s 65 de- 
grees F; the ideal relative 
humidity? ise 50%." Theses val— 
ues should be kept as con- 
stant as possible. A’ daily 
tolerance: forerelawiver 2u- 
midity is 3%; the seasonal 
tolerance 1S 6%. Try to 
keep the temperature with- 
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in plustom minus<5 degree. 
of the ideal 65. 

Of course, a thermometer 
will give:you .the temper. 
Ature, and it's also®avagt= 
able through commercial 
channels. An Airguide humid- 
ity gauge will give an ap- 
proximation of the melewa 
humidity, but. not a Merges 
eurate. reading; .1£); Seeger. 
Yate to only about plus or 
minus, 6$,.6S0erk it Beas 
50%, it could be 56% sone 
or anything in between tere 
be positive, use a sling 
psychrometer; the instruct-— 
ions for use wibl vary ace 
cording to which type you 
buys Thirsswill cost iyo 
about! $50, but) 1t' s§exeeeres 
ly accurate, and the prope 
humidity cleve beisvery 
PNper tant. 

Just how important gag 
the proper values Of) temper. 
ature and humidity? Pe -aaes 
sink too low, water will be 
drawn from the paper and 
leather’ into the; ambiene 
air, causing over-drying 
and embrittlement in the 
book. The pages, especial- 
ly; will (Tlose-£Véxr brie | 
and will crumble” toMrine 
LOuUCchs 

Conversely, if: tempera. 
ture’ and" humidity * lever 
get -toovhigh; esomeyer ca 
awEulbethings = happen Tce 
books.” L& ‘the? Temperature 
is, say, 80 degrees F, and 
the relative humidity is 
60% or more, your library's 
atmosphere begins to ap- 
proach that of a hothouse. 

Now, here's a charming 
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Choughnt== imagine thatiyour 
books are carcasses, for 
the leather bindings are 
dead calves, and the paper 
Wathin 1s dead plants. Pres- 
ent in the air at all times 
endraniedl places are mil= 
mone or, moldsand fungi 
spores, just waiting.for 
Suruamie: conditions’ to’ ger= 
minate. 

If. the relative humidity 
ver belows.o0s, oils too dry; 
Dine ewhene at s+ GOS or more, 
Gonawerons are Just right, 
ama the microscopic spores 
will sprout best on dead 
organic material, such as 
Dapetacno leather. Soon, 
ugly and smelly mold blooms 
Wael iasbe- flourishing ald 
over your precious books. 

wneamold’ growth can be 
stopped by removing the 
DOGS )znto- ar dy “place, so 
Pew oes te chingr bot dona Ss LO 
dehumtdaty your library 
down to 50% relative humidi- 
DywbuUc,merciyvdrying, out 
Giemiitprarye 1S enoOsguarantee 
that you've destroyed the 
moldmeimrtestation. *To*be 
Servreain, .thesbook must be 
treated with the vapors of 
a fungicide called thymol. 

thymel as usually? sold’ in 
awerystaliinertiormp.so: the 
iiecrme ce pelscutO place a 
few crystals ina small 
DOweeandrecrushe Lhemetota 
powder with a blunt instru- 
ment; doesnot touch the 
Payee, mandgebeasurestonuse 
it only in a well-venti- 
lated area! 


11 


Place the bowl containing 
EnemonyMOd  1tntO, a COrmner sor 
a fairly large aquarium; 
put the affected book in 
the opposite corner, opened 
fan-like, and standing up. 
Cover the aquarium, and 
tape the sides or any other 
openings or seams to im- 
prove the seal, and let it 
Sibert Omuay Least e224 hepreten= 
ab lymas,,- ours. 

After that treatment, the 
mold will be dead; remove 
Gheishbook and go= thr ought St 
page by page, brushing out 
the detritus with a brush. 
If dark stains remain on 
the pages, use a cleaning 
pad to remove them. These 
pads are sold under many 
trade names, including 
Opa line; + but, alivare porous 
cloth bags filled with 
GVCuUnG=UpReraserer 

Gently wubb thet bag over 
the affected area, and be 
sure to brush off the dust 
lei rbyaithexbag a ai Enis 
procedure doesn i ari fone 
S baat ery OUI Cie Er yea 
'Magicrub' eraser, which is 
a Safeyproduch thaw Wooks 
like an ordinary rubber 
eraser. But, be sure that 
you're gentle, for there's 
a real risk of causing 
mechanical damage, such as 
fenlelyp sie SC aS. (SO@) <Ghienk— 
LLOuUSsTa Nn yOUurNMetiontrs. = Boun 
of these products may be 
tried onmanye stain, 2.071 
Simply to remove dust and 
GGimesehronmy OUrMOOOKs. 

Now, as if these baneful 
epiects of higher—than-— 
optimum temperatures and 
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humidity are not enough, 
they also cause a drastic 
acceleration of the acid 
reactions in paper, causing 
more rapid deterioration. 
In ach, st shasisbeen esta 
matedume rab wyatt ha oer 
every 10 degrees F increase 
in temperature above 65 
degrees, the Tavegot paper 
decay is doubled. 

Astanele Gauerongon seas 
subject: As terrible as 1t 
i St te. Medina 2s acous i SLene. 
ly bad temperature and rela- 
five humidity, ~tlisieven 
worse to allow 4a to iswing 
Lapid lyyback rand rortas For 
instance, wteeyOUmLULiMOnE 
phe vale condreioningern eee 
moxrinang, slows uhe lemperas 
Luce tos GiSsemeo 0 Tdeguees 
Pa then) curne endow ie cCnos 
degrees F when you get home 
from work, you're actually 
causing more damage than if 
you leti at constantty eat 
SO0ndeqrecs. 

We Ls iSoumichsroOme one 
externalethreatot aww tc Marae 
very sreal and pouecniiamiy 
extremely serious. But, 
they pale in comparison to 
the internal threats, which 
pose truly grave dangers. 
The external threats can be 
controlled easily by keep- 
ing the environment pest- 
free sby, control iaingmtiie 
atmosphere, and by using 
propersiater laiset ones Poms 
age and repair. 

On the other hand, the 
internal threats proceed no 
matter what the external 
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conditions are, and they 
are much more difficuleges 
remedy. Since the internal 
problems of leather and 
paper are quite differen 
I'll treat each, separately 

E' ll begin with) Leathe 
because jit's* on* thejouas 
side As an organic: Matera 
al, leather inherently 
contains acids which were 
present when it frolicked 
in the barnyard aS a@ Gali 
Leather must be) processed 
(tanned,) in) order temas 
crease its resistance, £6 
bight and. heat,«a-e2je= 
make it»more durable: 

But the vegetable tannins 
used to tan fine leather, 
such aS sumac and galinupey 
contaim acids; as vat fama. 
isn't enough, airbomme smote. 
cules of -atmospheri ci pera. 
tants, such as sul furweae ss 
ide and nitrogen dioxadey 
combine with molecules of 
water, and form sulfurie 
acid andi nityviclacidyaa-- 
spectively. 

Now, an! acid) 1S /amnesm: 
critter; to see just how 
nasty, letts look. forga 
moment at acids and leather 
on a molecular level. 

The complex organic mole- 
cules that make up leather 
are tied together in long 
chains .oThemionger Geue 


‘chains of molecules, the 


stronger=thesleathen. aiiiee 
this happy-picture intrudes 
an. acid, which ‘can be denims 
ed simply as any substance 
that. has «a positiveschanger 
In the jargon of chemist, 
an acid is a positive aon 
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Announcing the Publication of... . 


EARLY UNITED STATES DIMES 
1796 - 1837 


David J. Davis, Russell J. Logan, Allen F. Lovejoy, 
John W. McCloskey, William L. Subjack 


151 Die Varieties Described and Illustrated 
Hardcover (7" x 10"), 280 pages 
LIST PRICE $40.00 


DELUXE EDITION $75.00 
Limited to 100 Numbered & Autographed Copies 


Toxsorder, 


send check to: 


JOHN REICH COLLECTORS SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 205K e Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197 
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worchecaptures an electron 
from another molecule. 

pe liiethencase of leather, 
Phnemacid Scapturesmthe .etec= 
teon trom the long chain of 
leather molecules, and it 
breaks tive echain atothat 
point. Now, remember, the 
longer the chains, the 
stronger.the leather. As 
more and more chains are 
broken, the leather becomes 
weaker and weaker. 

Binelily, the damage be- 
comes viSible; the leather 
becomes sdry and sbrittle, 
and wa~powder: called» 'red 
romuotorms onwilte, When: the 
decay reaches that point, 
nothing can be done to 
reverse jit. sYou might give 
Mimeeecoagurot spray Krylon 


to retard the decay some- 
Whee sbDuteert lat borahbouisad?) 
that can be done. 

How can the dreaded 'red 
rot' be prevented? There 
aresuwo ways; the Cadalihac 
method i’ -and= them chevy 
methods' T'1lli outline both 
SOuthatmyourcam take syour 
jemuel <- 

Thea 'Gadidsvacsemethod ‘ais 
a two-step process, which 
makes sense, because it'S a 
two-part problem. First, 
the leather must be deacidi- 
fied and buffered; second, 
the —beather must be slubri- 
CaLedeninaonderstotweplace 
the@naturalwormsmthatiyhave 
evaporated over the years. 

For the first step, the 
book must be treated with a 
dressing, potassium lac- 
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tate, which was developed 
by the British Museum. This 
will deacidity the Peathex; 
it also-contains p-nitro- 
phenol, which is a fungi- 
eide. 

The procedure is straight- 
forward: Hold the book by 
the contents so" that your 
thumb as under thew back 
Cover, YOur*fyngers are 
under the front cover, and 
the covers are swinging 
Eree by weNOw, —eakera Gun Ey 
lamt=tree -clotheand dip t2e 
into the dressimg, star ad 
Gave nou stor LOuUchE EiIe= paler 
Withelte. Gent Lyy rub Ene 
dressing into ene learher 
With a CLrcubamimoerouy, 
being parerchlamlyrgentle 
around areas of ornamenta- 
tiout 

Remember ‘to do *thewedges 
and any exposed pieces of 
[6ather oOmeghe sisi der ot 
the ibook as wells When all 
surfaces have been treated, 
place the book upright, 
opened fan-like, on a piece 
of blotting paper and allow 
Tt tovdry, for 24 10Urs: 

For the second step, a 
mixture must be applied, 
consisting tone402tlano Fim 
and 60S neats Lootito Uitsubosh 
obsnatural euimealste serac ee 
ion, which restore the orig- 
inal supple “state oberic 
leathertaiby the way fieviiis 
dressing was developed by 
the New York Public 
Library. 

Again, do not~al low the 
aressing Sebo stouchy Gite 
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paper! Hold the book as 
before, and apply the’ Grese, 
ing with ancléean, Sone, 
lant—-free cloth. Altes 
application, wipe off with 
another clean cloth, and 
set to dry as before. Wipe 
off again in 24 hours; you 
may buff Lightly Egy 
wish. “Allow to dry fexvaa 
sddi tional @4*hours begem- 
reshelving. 

The 'Chevy method! is the 
Fredelka Leather Preserva- 
tive/Restorér, a dressing 
which Claims to’ deacitdim® 
putter and lubricategeae 
leather all in one Step mes 
order ‘to apply “it, "simp 
follow the instruct rons. 
the Pubrivcation “steppe 2. 
plained above. 

Although this is40bvioGes 
ly a’simpler and” cheéapes 
method, i'm not asstree 
thatvit's as effectivere mmm 
not completely convinced 
that“it sdeacidiiirestand 
buffers so completely Vas 
the’'Cadillac methodeiii ss 
is, however, assuredly much 
better/than doing nothings 

(Here, the author begins 
writing about paper presems 
vation and = restoralteuy 
therefore, “1t SEEMS Panwa. 
propriate point to continue 
to the next issue.—-Ed.) 
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THIS will never be a civi= 
lized .country “until lAwetex, 
pend more money for books 
than we do for chewing gum. 
Elbert Hubbard, 
The Philistine 
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Dealer Sees Market Upswing 


By Yasha Beresiner 


London, 


(Yasha BeresSiner is a Direc- 
BPoneor intercol, London, En= 
Glande and "New York ONY. 

The firm purveys a variety 
Of collectibles, ‘including 
numismatic literature. This 
article is reprinted with 
the author's permission.- 
Bais ) 


The book trade is one of 
the best established mar- 
Rercein the collectors’ 
world. There are probably 
more book auctions held per 
Moncada, Char On most other 
subjects, many frequently 
ineorporating cartography 
ane even playing cards, the 
Obher two Major subjects in 
WioeerelnterCol trades. It's 
these factors that have 
kKepe us continuously aware 
Gimeae trends with most par- 
ticular emphasis on numis- 
Marrow lrceracure. 

The USA has been served 
wes by a smaller, but de- 
voted band of specialized 
book dealers whose catalogs 
have been appearing at regu- 
War intervals. Unlike their 
European colleagues, the 
American numismatic book 
dealer has relied on mail 
buds and public auctions. 
This tendency is explained 
Piateie= POpulard ty Of numis— 
MacLe conventions in ‘the 
Does ewicuy which many of the 
eauetrons take place’. 


The American trend, there- 


England 


fore, 1S more accurate sand 
shows greater buoyancy in 
recent months than does the 
Marke G Ouse tias olde Orathe 
AG LAG Cem timiur Ope, sald 
ChesUhel oy particular, as 
Honcon 1s the world’s anti — 
quarian center, the pangs 
OL aa rebLrthn Can. besrelt. 
Emergence from as dramatic 
a recession such as was 
experienced here cannot be 
accomplished without some 
Gavisiere uae, 

Menandrud Ofeiumiasma te 
book dealers have survived, 
some within the corporate 
entity to which they -belong- 
ed, and others by the stock- 
in-trade-transfer to the 
hands of their former manag- 
ers. The smaller dealer has 
suffered less since his 
ailment was not one of over 
stocking, which had been 
the downtall of larger, orga— 
Leave PONS a eee spasite 

Now, confidence is return- 
ing to the market...prices 
achieved at auction are 
reaching new heights, and 
dealers are digging deeper 
into their pockets, no 
longer limiting themselves 
to items bought for quick 
resale. 

The major auction houses 
in’ “London «infrequently de- 
vote sales to numismatic 
literature alone. The r 
trend, therefore, is to be 
found ane dealers’ sists, 
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4. Several cigarette cards 
in Greiling Muenz Sammlung. 
Note that the gold pieces 


are imaginary, inaccurate 
reproductions, the incuse 
(Indian) parts having been 
rendered in relief. (See 
text on page 24.) 


Let Yasha tell you about InterCol... 


Gp 
A ANTIQUARIAN COLLECTABLES (INTERNATIONAL) Ltd. 


1A Camden Walk, Islington Green, London NI 8DY 
Tel. 01-354-2599 
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TE eA 
GIVE a man a pipe he can 
smoke, 

Give a man a book he can 
read: 
And his home is bright: wite 
a calm delight, 

Though the room be poor 


indeed. 


James Thomson 


Beresiner..<2 


some. of. which-are. impresses. 
ive, productions. in) ties 

own right. The wise, albeit 
unavoidablie,. policy Of keer. 
ing one's prices low, while 
offering higher qualicy 
goods is now paying off. 

The collector Maseyerura 
ed to the marketplace, and 
numismatic literature in 
particular sells well, out] 
Side the realm of the book 
collector alone. As the 
general trend of the hobby 
improves, more and more 
coin and paper money collec- 
tors’ ‘invest’ in2numismes > 
Lc literature. 

The trend looks posttmves 
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HALEC 


1793-1857 


ATS 


This new and exciting book 
chronicles the historical background 
and the varieties of all United States 
Half Cents minted from 1793-1857. 


Written by the skilled hand of the 
incomparable Walter Breen, this 
encyclopedia gives new insight into our 
earliest minor coinage. This magnificent 
volume, containing over 500 pages, 
illustrates hundreds of the finest known 
half cents (many in full, blazing color!), 
using the finest photographic 
techniques in the history of 
numismatics. 


This is the FIRST VOLUMEIN A 
SERIES of similar encyclopedias 
scheduled to be authored over the 
course of the next decade by Walter 
Breen. Each and every denomination of 
United States coinage, paper currency 
and patterns will be meticulously 
examined with a depth and scope never 
before attempted! 


WHAT THE CRITICS SAY... 


““Walter Breen’s new book on half cents sets a new 
high and excellent standard for a specialized volume 
in the field of American coinage. The historical and 
background information presented, the detailed 
descriptions of die varieties, rarity and pedigree 
information, superb photographs (by Jack Collins), 
and a deluxe printing style, combine to make this a 
classic. I treasure my own copy highly, and I know 
that anyone else who acquires a volume will do 


likewise.” 
Q. David Bowers 


“The FINEST STANDARD WORK that I have 
seen in my forty-five years in the coin business. 
Numismatically, I can’t think of a better way to 


d $60.” 
Lek ee John J. Ford, Jr. 


‘““Many people—I for one—will want a reference 
that, in enjoyable clarity, covers more than they ever 
wanted to know about half cents. To coin a pun, 
Breen has really done it up brown... If your budget 
permits $60 for a coin book, this is the best $60 book 


you will ever find. Jone Dawrrehe 
in Penny-W tse, 


September, 1984 


““Breen’s [book] is a glorious, intoxicating emersion 
in an ocean of information and details, presented 
logically and clearly. In short, everything there is to 
be known about half cents seems to be covered, 
accompanied by magnificent photographs.”’ 
The Numismatist, 
October, 1984 


17 


(213) 936-6246 


\ Seaigiklk # Gk? coucie ncaa Oe Miter bi g(a ae teen? ease S 

Available from your local coin I Please send me WALTER BREEN’S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF I 
dealer or order direct from | UNITED STATES HALF CENTS, 1793-1857 at only $60, | 

| postage and insurance included. California residents pleaseadd6% | 

M. MEGHRIG ! “°"* ! 
‘ | © My check is enclosed for payment in full. J 
& SONS | xm | 
5352 Wilshire Boulevard i Address ; 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 j City State Zip | 
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Author Concludes Study of Embossed Coin Books 


By sKinby Ws) Brown, bn Ds 
StOGCKLOUe GA 


(This 2S part two, ofPypr 
Brown's article; part one 
appeared in the Summer, 
1984 issue.—Ed.) 


The period when embossed 
books were published spans 
a CenNlury ; seroma ne se 30e 
tol ther 1930s 7;ethesprimary 
period was between 1850 and 
1879. The drop in the num- 
bers of embossed books af- 
ter 1880 corresponds very 
closely to the advent of 
photography as a means of 
PIsUSereae ings Cod ne OOK Ss: 
Photography was cheaper, 
and it allowed mass produc- 
tion of well-illustrated 
books, thus eclipsing em- 
boOSSing as vanw Lilinetret ton 
technique. 

We proceed) with "a, country — 
by-country examination of 
the world's embossed, illus- 
trated coin books. 

The first true electro- 
type-illustrated book is 
from France prantediain 
1845 Basically aos. a 
Scholarly wear clcLenonmethc 
coins of Le Maine, authored 
by Hucher. This uncolored 
early attempt isn't very 
attractive,, but.when tone 
looks “closely eat “iwibe 
Seen tiated le bdeian omar 
the coins are present. I 
recently learned of another 
book published in France in 
18707 OD live-—trance pieces: 


Medals, 


Next, we turn to England, 
Starting with Barclay's 
Process, which apparently 
was a patented electrotype 
process. The first is a 
lovely little book that was 
published in 1849, the 
Sixth edition of Humphreys' 


Coins, of Png land. 


The title page is stone 
lithographed, and partly 
hand-colored, I believe. 
Most of the plates are at- 
tractive flat, lithograpaed 
illustrations, bueene 
plate is embossed and cover- 
ed with metallic foil. Un- 
fortunately, the metal foil 
corrodes due to the acid 
content of the papery owhatea 
causes age Spots Knownga 
‘Ee ORENG s 

Another English bookwaems 
undated, and the author 
isn't named; it's .a daa 
book 40ngeBibhica bticoamer 
possibly published about 
1849. It shows another prob- 
lem with metal foil; the 
glue holding the foil shell 
to the embossing has become 
brittle with age, and has 
allowed the shell to fall 
Oi. 

One of the great prizes 
of embossed books, Humph- 
reys' Ancient Coins and 
is among the most 
ornate coin books ever 
made, as they have very fan- 
cy, tooled leather covers. 
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There were two editions, 
fossa Lob, LOL. thre book 
Wether oOlle covered impress- 
Moncaisetein noles in thick 
cardboard; many copies of 
the book are found with the 
enewlewcorroded Of missing. 

Another English. book, Of 
Waren Many cOpies exist, 1s 
Mertine ands Truebner's Cur— 
Pene Gold, and Silver Coins 
Oe rrecountries; “published 
Be LOO 5. 

The book was published to 
teach bankers, merchants, 
puemeiecmoUnlLic, the appears 
ence Of genuine current 
Goins, end their. exchange 
Values, which were fixed 
for long periods during 
thateeras The pages of the 
book usually are warped 
because the printed page is 
miuea cto Tne back” OL the 
embossed plate, of which 
there are 140. 

Al Weteer? Eng hich product 
shows a considerable, de- 
eee mroualityp, the ssec= 
Sricreditulon of eThorburnis 
Cin dsreo, sunem Coins uot Great 
Britain and ireland, pub; 
Pyvonedeimrisss> lt's the En=- 
Giishmequivalent Of our Red 
Bookwemutcually mass-prod- 
weeas Thewplates vare reason 
ablyeartractive, ~butathe 
Papen asethin, esesulting in 
War pedsillustrations. 

nemo ital abd lacheproduct— 
Pogo rtewhrcin bl ihave-asrec; 
ord is Williamson's Money 
Omeciene po leysprinkedtin 
thew O90se Bie allustra- 
tions aren't electrotypes, 
but new engravings, which 
Brevcetisractory, buteare 


1. Frontispiece plate from 


Williamson's Money of the 
Bible. This is an original 
engraving, not electrotype. 


not precise reproductions 
eiuthegqourqinak coins. "see 
photograph ste) Eierecsare 
several ecdnt vons orechis 
relatively common book. 

Now we turn to the United 
States, sand swhabetoumesare 
gomeuok the most tncerest— 
ingot Ha lLAcoinebeoks: 
JTaGobeeck seta sandawr liam 
DuBOLS! Manual of *Goldvand 


Silvyer-Coins;’pubilisned= in 


S423 Gould®aeeca biede tne 
first. Amer bean coin book. 
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BLOW oes. 


I depart from embossed 
iLlnstraciwons TOmwri ceot 
another ,aspect- Of mene nis- 
torical importance of this 
book thesrea Pisticereitus— 
tration asSenel tne reaneen— 
bossing or a photograph. 
This plate was done by an- 
other process called medal 
ruling, where a small nee- 
dle traced up and down the 
surface of the coin at 
about 200 lines per inch, 
and transferred the image 
LOnPpaver. 

The book was published in 
1842, and was thewttinst to 
reveal the existence of an 
1804 dollar. Legend has it 
that Matthew Stickney saw 
the. book and a liustretton, 
read_ of Chest S04 wand? wane 
ed One, lors InsSe kee So eranide— 
ly, Une oM in Calico mci es Paley. 
andMoneam_ohtaSaymecva tei LS 
incident was the start of 
the Mint practises om cus. 
tom minting rare coins for 
a select few. 

Besides medal ruling, two 
other novel technologies 
are combined in this book. 
Photography sand elecero- 
type reproduction were used 
to make the frontispiece 
image of the Mint. A supple- 
ment, dated December, 1849, 
which probably was printed 
in early ES 50 haswasgon— 
geous, embossed plate of 
California and’Mormon gold 
coins; the first neice “to 
the world of the existence 
OG -SuCIT Iterritorniam dec. 
(See photograph #2.) 

Another book by Eckfeldt 


The Asylum 


2. The only embossed plate 
in the supplement to Eck- 
feldt and DuBois" Manual of 


Gold and Silver Coins. This 


is the first embossed plate 
produced in the U.S.A., and 
the first illustration of 
Pioneer gold coins. 


and DuBois is, I believe, 
one of the most charming of 
American coin books. It's 
the 1850, first edition yece 


New Varieties of Gold and 
Silver Coins, which uses 


the same text as the supple- 
ment to the 1842 book. 

The special charm of the 
book is due to the embossed 
coins and to the :'Old’West* 
printing -(typefaces) %o0n the 
cover. All of us have seen 
'Western' movies, with that 
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type of printing; many may 
Eratienutc. SOrt of *hokey;” 
buiPectOsesprint styles were 
“usced=back an those days. 

The book also contains 
authentic samples of gold 
PromecherCalitornia Gold 
Rush days. The embossed 
mil cesm etne, book 1S identi- 
Cal, jto, the one used in the 
Sefoplement, but 1t has been 
trimmed down somewhat. 

hermeidar and rather com- 
mon book is James Ross Snow- 
dens) Description ‘of An- 
cient and Modern Coins in 
Epemeabinet,Collection of 
thewUnated States, more 
briefly known as the ‘Mint 
Manual,’ and published in 
Peocemsonowden, 1m a oot= 
Noten claimed that theyem-— 
bossed tl tustrations were 
Pheseucst to-appear inethe 
teoeeeewever, ash i {veeindi-= 
eetedmtne first was in 
ie Omenoue lly j.most<or, the 
eiiavemun blustrations. in ithe 
book are tarnished. 

The next American book is 
Piast eon: my wish list, tor 
Mecerctaanlyolsny t 1m my 
eoelecei1One Leis avery 
rare book, the American 
Bond) Detector, printed in 
WeGOMeAtter publication of 
thembook, apparently there 
was a residual of text and 
plates, which Laban Heath, 
publisher of Counterfeit 
Detector, reissued in 1871 
as The History of Ancient 
and Modern Coinage. 

The interesting fact is 
that the plates are not 
Sriginal, but were taken 
from the Snowden book. 


tah 


Three Snowden plates side- 
by—-side const Ltuve; cach 11 
OA Amici lates ieee 
AMernicanm bond sDeLeeLOG. 

Wemgcmtor bol) Snorage 
NexteUes. soCOkS= BHoodscand 
Jennings American Orders 
ang Societies cand. Their 
Decoreta ons sh wo larconn 
book, | OUT pat plsmcerta in ly 
Witiin ethe soroad seri nition 
Of NuMmusmatvres. yl. Count 
that the plates were made 
by electrotype, but were 
made from new engravings. 

There's one more item 
from theuau.S.,. when. one 
might describe as, "...the 
sad demise of color emboss- 
ed books Ley sa themMint-O— 
Seals Historical. Coiniangs 
Album, published in 1938 by 
XYZ Products, San Francis- 
comeCakLE. 

The book features paste- 
on foil embossed coins, 
(new engravings,) so it 
counts ace collectiplesin 
my specialty. It contains 
12 looseleaf sheets collect- 
ed together into an album. 

Bactealily piiwassae JUVes 
nile pubi@cation,- Wirichecon— 
tains a wealth of education- 
GimonroOrtiatLon el imagine 
that when Kids» gotmti reds or 
them, most copies were just 
thrown away. I doubt that 
many copies exist, but I 
don't believe they'd bring 
a great price at auction. 

Now we turn to Germany, 
the real center and head- 
quarters of embossed coin 
books, and home of Ernst 
Schaefer, Leipzig, who 
published what I call the 
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'big three:' the Neueste 
Muenzkunde, a guidebook of 
modern coins; the Muenz- 
sammlung, a book of medie- 


val coins; and Handbuch der 


Alten Numismatik, a book on 
ancient coins. 

The first edition of 
Neueste Muenzkunde was is- 
sued in 30 separate sec- 
tions, one or two a month, 
during mosteot 2S5i—652. 
It was the beginning of an 
Eextencawe Seriestor scave] 
ions of books on modern 
coins published for bank- 
ers and money changers. 

The only way one knows 
that Fort is the author is 
fromthe fay stvedi Gien,, 07 
all later editions omit his 
name. I've seen even German 
listings that attribute the 
authorship to several other 
persons. 

There're three identical 
editions with 90 plates, 
and no changes, 1851-52, 
18533 and 8 56raei nee COOmtne 
book was reissued under the 
authorship of Alexander 
Lachmann, and it had some 
changes in the plates. The 
Lachmann second edition 
probably was issued in 1862 
but I've never seen a copy. 

Up. SE Oren spon tad Oe 
the plates have black back- 
grounds, but the 1863 edi- 
tion (third,) has white 
backgrounds. The fourth 
edition, ¢iSo#, ure turnedsco 
blackresthe si ithredataLon: 
1879, had a new author, 
Karl Kunis. 


Civilized Nations of the 
Globe might seem out of 
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Skelton's» Coins off AE 


place at. this: point; {buces i 
really haven't skipped back 
to English books. This book 
actually was published by 
Schaefer in Leipzig about ; 
1862. The text is in En- | 
glish, but very small pram. 
at the back of the book 
states that it was printed 
in Leipzig, Germany; the 
plates are identical to 
Lachmann's third edition. 
Tracing the origins) eage 


changes, of the plates 


through different editions 
is very interesting. My 
copy of the Skelton book is 
what started me on my quest 
for embossed books, my ven- 
ture intoi.bibliomanias 

A book in Swedish, De 


Europeiska Myntsorsterna, 


published in 1856, seeming- 
ly «ins Stockholm by tAdaass 
Bonnier, is also a Schaefer 
product, although there's 
no indication of the boGkae 
true origin... All: of) treme 
plates are from Neueste 


Muenzekunde, except for two 


new plates of Swedish coins 
for better coverage of the 
region. 

A small pamphlet was pub- 
lished in 1853 by Schaefer, 
without indication of the 
author, entitled Ludwig I, 


Koenig von Bayern, etc. It 


illustrates the commemora- 
tive coins of King Ludwig I 
on.10 plates, utilizing G@ 
lovely blue background. 

The next of Schaefer's 
"big three' is Ferdinand 
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Fliessbach's Muenzsammlung 
enhaltend die wichtigsten 
seit dem Westphaelischen 
Frieden bis zum Jahre 1800, 
which covers medieval coins 
and is directed towards the 
collector. Several editions 
appeared between 1853 and 
1885, and all appear to be 
Identical .reprints. 

The books have 120 plates 
PrecoOimceit prastine Cons 
dition; trying to assemble 
such a collection today 
probably would require more 
wealth than is available 
from all NBS members. 

The final Schaefer book 
is the Handbuch der Alten 
Numismatik, by Theodore 
Pracsce swith at léast two 
eaitions an 1854 and 1856, 
The plates were made of 
thicker paper in order for 
the high relief of ancient 
coins to be demonstrated. 


Even though the impressions 
aren't protected by thick 
cardboard frames as with 
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Humphreys' book, copies of 
this book can be found with 
excellent plates. 

In 1864, the other major 
publisher in Leipzig, Adolf 
Henze, began a periodical 
entitled the Linstrirter 
Anzeiger, (Illustrated In- 
former,) an exquisitely il- 
lustrated counterfeit detec- 
tor. There were Six issues 
per year, and publication 
continued until about 1920. 

The book contains illus- 
trations of counterfeit mon- 
ey, advice of newly discov- 
ered counterfeits, and it 
listed new banknotes; it 
had embossed illustrations 
of coins, often with the 
actual and the counterfeit 
coins shown side by side. 
The embossings are so accu- 
rate, a magnifying glass 
needs to be used to examine 
them. 

Also illustrated in the 
last book are new issues of 
the times, SUuGhweaSedsUo<r, 


33 

Part of a plate 
from Grasse's 
Handbuch der 
Alten Numismatik. 
Illustrations are 
electrotype em- 
bossings with 
colored ink. 
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1872 parcial typescetann 
rather extraordinary -con= 
sah cunelguo/uecren tlhe’ sake) Geubecs 
ther embossings appeared in 
this periodical. 

Beginning in 1387/7, .oncesa 
year a free supplement was 
given to subscribers of the 
Tllustrirter Anzeiger; it 
consisted of; four on 62x 
pages of a book entitled 
Das Geldeal ler Volkerss (fhe 
Money of All Peoples.) This 
work is an extraordinary 
feat of numismatic publish- 
ing. .[t required nearly: 39 
years to complete, and from 
the beginning to the end, 
it's uniform; there's no 
Grop sine quads ty, anda Ne 
plan andsstylenthatawas 
adopted at the beginning 
was followed until the end. 

After Illustrirter Anzeig- 
er abandoned electrotype em- 
bossed illustrations, Das 
Geld aller Volker continued 
using them. The yearly is- 
sues came out in colored 
wrappers which, unfortunate- 
ly, were not dated. One 
must’ conswhtr ly] Us urmare 
Anzeiger to learn the year 
of issue of each part. The 
nlates illustrated coins in 
circulation, and a table of 
exchange values of many of 
the world's currencies was 
contained within the book. 

The final German product 
is an album of cigarette 
cards, the Greiling Muenz 
Sammlung, published in 1929 
by the Greiling cigarette 
factory in Dresden. 
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In the first thindso rec. | 
twentieth century cigarette 
cards were quite a fad in 
Europe and the U.S., and 
they covered a number of 


subjects: flags, national 
costumes, soldiers, “anGyecn 
courses (COlINnSse. 


The idea behind the cards 
was that the collector7@on 
user, had to buy more and 
more packs of cigarettes in 
order to complete any one 
set of the series. 

Companies provided albums 
in which the collector 
could paste the cards until 
he or she had a complete 
set. Well, the. colleceer 
had to smoke quite a few 
packs of Greilings to com- 
plete.a coin set, for there 
are 640 cards of coins from 
all over the world. 

Many sets of complete al- 
bums exist, leading me to 
believe that the cigarette 
company sold complete al= 
bums after the promotion 
ended. 

The cards, (see illustra- 
tions on page 16,) arewnGse 
precise reproductions be- 
cause they are not electro- 
types; rather, they were 
hand-engraved by artists. 
Larger. coins, @.9., cvowoe 
are reduced because the 
cards are rather small. 

Nearing the end, we've 
moved away from true books 
into the vast area of paper 
collectibles. Embossed 
coins have appeared on post- 
cards, business cards, cig- 
arette cards, invitations, 
postage stamps, cigar la- 
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bels, etc. Postcards were of my appreciation and en- 
particularly popular around thusiasm for embossed il- 
the same time as the cigar- lustrated coin books. 
ette cards. I wax enthusiastic on 
I hope that I've been eriis ~agGaieous al Cane-e 
able to convey to you some help myself! 
APPENDIX 


A Bibliography of Embossed, Illustrated Coin Books Known 
as of August 1, 1984 


(Note an “embossed, Illustrated, Coin Book" as. defined as a 
book or commercially produced album that contains three di- 
mensional coin rllustrations, including decorations and 
orders, within the interior of the book. Books with emboss-— 
ed covers only are excluded. Titles with am asterisk (*) 
weresacdded. to the list after.the statistics wereycomplet-— 
ed; there were 31 titles known at the time.-The author.) 


(Note 2: Book titles usually are italicized or underlined, 
however, to save space, these lines have been 'squeezed' 
together more than usual, hence, underlines cannot be used 
as they would touch the lines below. Italics are not avail- 
able, but the boldface type should suffice. Where feasi- 
ble, German umlauts have been converted to their English 
equivalents.-Ed.) 


Direct die impressions, enamel color: 


1. THOMASON, Edward. Enamelled impressions struck off from 
the splendid series of medal dies, illustrations of the 
Holy Scriptures, etc. London, n.d. (cat 330-40 3 


BleetrOlype, wpe lnncolom: 


2. HUCHER, E. Essai sur les Monnaies frappees dans le 
Main. Le Mans, 1845. 

3. LEAKE, W.M. Plates of Coins to Accompany Notes on 
Syracuse. London, n.d., (1850.) 


Electrotype, metal foil: 


4. Bible Coins. Metallic Facsimilies of the Coins Mention- 
ed in Holy Scripture. London, n.d. (ca. 1850.) 
5. HUMPHREYS, H.N. Ancient Coins and Medals. London, 1850, 
Gilet. els5)l, (2nd. and 3rd.) 

ee , The Gold, Silver and Copper Coins of 
England. London, 1849, (6th ed.) 


Electrotype, metallic ink: 


7. (BONNIER, A.) De Europeiska Myntsorterna. Stockholm, 
fees help z1ig,) 1896. 

Pee ECKFELDT,.J0-., and DUBOIS, ,W«.Supplement to the Manual . 
of Gold and Silver Coins. Philadelphia, 1849 (i.e., 1850.) 
9, -------- , New Varieties of Gold and Silver Coins. Phila- 
Metphia, 13850. 

10. FLIESSBACH, F. Muenzsammlung, seit dem Westphaelischen 
Peveden bis sum Jahre: 1800.)Leipzig, 1853, 7567) '83,7.185. 
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11. FORT, L. Neueste Muenzkunde Leipzig, 1851-52, '53, 
[Son 

12. GRAESSE, T. Handbuch der Alten Numismatik. Leipzig, 
S54 56. 

LS HENZE, A. Illustrirter Anzeiger ueber gefaelschtes 
Papiergeld und unechte Muenzen. Leipzig, 1865-76. 


4 = , Lllustrirter Anzeiger fuer Contor und Bureau. 
Leipzig, 187 /-1922. 

DS , Das Buch der Goldmuenzen. Leipzig, 1971. 

WS SSS So , Das Geld Aller Volker. Leipzig, n.d. (ca. 1877- 
LOTS.) 


17. *KUNIS, K.W. Neueste Illustrirte Muenz-, Maas-, und 
Gewichtskunde. Leipzig, 1879. 

18. LACHMANN, A. Neueste Illustrirte Muenz-, Maas-, und 
Gewichtskunde. Letpzig, 1860, '62(?), '63, ‘07, (fa ae 
19. *LEHR, E. Les Ecus de Cing Francs. Paris, 1870. 

20. Ludwig I, Koenig von Bayern und sein Wirken. Leipzig, 
jusisys 

21. MARTIN, L. and TRUEBNER, C. The Current Gold and 
Silver Coins of all Countries. London, 1863. 

22. (ORDWAY, N.G.) The American Bond Detector. Washington, 
DiC. Leoo% 

23 SSeS , The History of Ancient and Modern Coinage. 
Boston, = bod. 

24. SCHUBERT, T.F. Monnayes Russes des derniers trois 
Siecles. Leipzig, 1857. 

25. SKELTON, H.P. New Illustrated Manual of the Current 
Gold and Silver Coins of all Civilized Nations of the 
Globe. ‘London,' n.d. (Leipzig, ca. .1862;" *Darmstacdt jae 
1862.) 

26. SNOWDEN, J.R. A Description of Ancient and Modern 
Coins in the Cabinet Collection of the Mint of the United 
States. Philadelphia, 1860. 

27. THORBURN, W.S. A Guide to the Coins of Great Britain 
and Ireland in Gold, Silver and Copper. London, n.d. 
CLS88) 2nd. edz 


New engravings, standard book format: 


28. *GARDINER, A.B. The Order of the Cincinnati in France. 
Rhode Island, 1905. 

29. HOOD, J., and YOUNG, C. American Orders and Societies 
& Their Decorations. Philadelphia, 1917. 

30. *IVY, Steve. 1980 American Numismatic Association 
Auction. Cincinnati, 1980. 

31. *JOCELYN, A. Awards of Honour. London, 1956. 

32. WILLIAMSON, G.C. The Money of the Bible. London, 1894, 
1895. New York and" Chieagoyen.d., 7) (1694, =tolo 


New engravings, albums of cards or stickers: 


33. BLUMEL, A.J. The Coinage of Different Countries. 
Vienna, 1914, 1926. 

34. Greiling Muenz Sammlung. Dresden, 1929 (1 vol. 
format: }) An dU 2 vol rormats.) 

35. HORNUNG. F. The Coinage of Different Countries. 
Vienna,» ed. (Cage1 910%) 

36. *(W.S. KIMBALL & Co.) Album of Ancient Coins. Roches- 
tery ond: (ea 1970.) : 

37. (SETTLEMIER, W., and HAMMOND, N.) Mint-O-Seals, 
Historical Coinings Album. San Francisco, 1938. 

38%. *The World"s.Coinsé "n.p.) nde (Viennad, 'Canelotee 
39. *Zeppelin-Weltfahrten. Dresden, 1933. 
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About Those ANA Auction Catalogs 


By Cal Wilson 
Fremont, CA 


(An editor's dream! A veri- 
table plethora of editorial 
copy! But, two articles on 
the same subject? Wilson 
submitted this article, and 
Michael J. Sullivan, Pitts- 
burg, PA, sent one a few 
days later; it will appear 
in the next issue.-Ed.) 


Recently one of my custom- 
ers sent to me a partial 
in’sting or auction catalogs 
emitted for American Numis- 
Matic: Association «sales. He 
Stateasun his letter; "You 
Wittanotice that ithere 1s ‘a 
great deal of information 
missing from the earlier 
years. I hope you will con- 
sider finding a way to fill 
in the gaps, and printing 
the information." 

pverw wil bing to accept .a 
challenge, I spent the next 
several days in front of my 
microfiche reader, perusing 
pages of The Numismatist, 
searching for any mention 
of auction sales held in 
conjunction with early ANA 
conventions. 

Most collectors of twenti- 
eth century auction cata- 
logs are familiar with the 
convention sales catalogs 
issued since the late 30s; 
however, it occurred to me 
that many bibliophiles may 
not be aware of some of the 
offerings conducted in the 
very early years of this 


centenary. 

It should be mentioned 
HNevemtunatnOuwa so tmciese 
sales were ‘official’ in 
the sense that a fee was 
paid to the ANA. However, 
in every case, the sales 
were included in the con- 
vention reports published 
in The Numismatist follow- 
ingatherclosesol the -conven— 
Eien. 

The first sale was con- 
ducted by the venerable 
Henry Chapman on 30 Septem- 
ber 1908 in Philadelphia. 
The catalog consisted of 65 
pages and included 747 lots 
of material. This catalog 
is well known, and occasion- 
ally is encountered in the 
marketplace. 

No sale was conducted in 
1909}; but ain 1910 Daniel -R- 
Kennedy, a prominent member 
of the New York Numismatic 
Club, heldva “convention auc= 
TOM ona GeClt ysOleImoepu- 
ember. The catalog was 47 
pages in length and contain- 
ed 670 lots. 

The following year saw 
the convention “in ‘Chicago, 
where Ben G. Green held the 
auection.on..30 August. The 
catalog contained 16 pages 
and sla stedi4596, Lots; 

It would be six years be- 
fore the next convention 
sale would be conducted. On 
Ae RUGUS La) dar Uae Ceece 
Rochester affair, Wayte Ray- 
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mond conducted the sale, 
and issued a 14-page cata- 
log in which 356 lots were 
offered. 

Unlike the catalogs for 
the 1910 and 1911 sales, 
which are encountered occa- 
sionally, the Raymond sale 
is rarely seen, and should 
be considered one of the 
scarcest pieces in the 
series. 

On 4 October 1919 Henry 
Chapman again conducted a 
sale during a Philadelphia 
convention. The catalog con- 
Sisted of 38 pages and 500 
lots. Although not publi- 
cized as an ANA sale by 
either Chapman or the ANA, 
the post-convention report 
published on page 440 of 
the November 1919 issue of 
The Numismatist states: 

"The first event on the 
program to draw the members 
together was the auction 
sale of Henry Chapman on 
Saturday evening, October 
4. The sale took place in 
the billiard-room of his 
home, and was attended by 
practical lye@saUilewho aad 
reached the city at) that 
time. The coins had been on 
exhibition throughout the 
day. 

"They braced a wide field 
so there were at least a 
few things to interest ev- 
eryone, no matter what his 
collecting specialty hap- 
pened to be. Auctioneer 
Fred Merritt'was in his 
best form and allowed no 
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bid get by him. The crowd 
of buyers was augmented by 
new arrivals throughout the 
evening, and by the time 
the sale was over, standing 
room was at a premium. 

"The greater part of the 
coins brought prevailing © 
prices. An Anglo-Gallic 
gold coin of Edward, the 
Black Prince, (Catalogue 
No.33,:)) sold for 33023254 
gold ten ducats of Prague, 
Ferdinand «Li; (Noses 
brought $45700. A covce. 
ducats of Bavaria, Maxi- 
millian;, 1640, (Now 3308) 
went for $34.00. 

"A half disme of 1792, un- 
circulated, (No. 249 Aiea 
for-$56.00;andiva 6S Soe 
gold of, 1797, 15 stars ==—4 
tremely fine, (No.259,) 
brought +S413 250), 

"The piece that aroused 
the most interest, on ac- 
count of the competition 
for it, was the half dollar 
of 1796,..16 -stans, wery 
fine, (No. 340.) It was a 
very strong and sharp im- 
pression, and a very desir-_ 
able piece except for the 
Slight defect mentioned in 
the catalogue." (Planchet 
file marks.-Cw.) 

"It was started at) aboug 
$75.00, and after a few ad- 
vances, all dropped out of 
the bidding except Messrs. 
Joy and Bauer. Before $100 
was reached, these two en- 
thusiasts were left alone, 
and with advances of one or 
two dollars at a time it 
finally reached $166 on Mr. 
Bauer's bid, and was knock- 
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ed down to him at that fig- 
ure. 

"Refreshments were served 
by Mr. Chapman at the close 
Gtecticecale.. 

The 1919 catalog exists 
in hoard quantities and 1s 
very common, thus allowing 
it to be quite collectible. 

Daniel Kennedy conducted 
his second ANA sale on 3l 
August 1922 in New York. 
micwcatalog contains 32 
pages and 800 lots. Al- 
though not common, it does 
appear occasionally at auc~ 
Ol. 

On 26 August 1924 and 
again on 26 August 1925 
Henry Chapman held the last 
of his four ANA auctions in 
Cleveland and Detroit. The 
former catalog was 19 pages 


long and offered 321 lots, 
While the latter =contained | 
28 pages and 454 lots. Both 
Galecmerera pl eocalce, DULL 
they do surface from time 
CO wil mer. 

No sales were held in 
1O2G) Of Lo Ae One 2 be eAUgUS 
1928 Paul Lange, owner of 
The Hobby Shop, conducted 
the frst .oL nis two ANA 
aAUuUGCtTLIONS tauUrING, LhewROCnNeSs= 
ter convention. The catalog 
consists of 14 pages and 
A487 lots, and 1s, exceeding-— 
J veOer eC eit Om LOC a Ler 

The late dollar special- 
is LOeeM i Gbe nde SOrencder:, 
ran the sale of 27 August 
{USNS ro Gil dye (lanwenueteen We laier TeMel ee 
log contains 34 pages and 
691 lots. Though somewhat 
SCaALCe melts POCCaS TOs ay 
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available for a price. 

At the Buffalo convention 
the following year, 25 Au- 
gust 1930 Paul Lange again 
conducted the sale. The cat- 
alog is 22 pages in length, 
containing. 7/56" LOts. ies a 
very elusive piece and is 
seldom offered on the open 
market. 


During the Cincinnati con- - 


vention on 1 September 1931 
a rather informal sale was 
held. As reported in the 
post-convention report on 
page 727 of the October 
issue of The Numismatist, 
"The auction sale in the 
even ingeconsisted wor ot 
lots of coins, medals and 
books consigned by those 
who had placed advertise- 
ments in the Official Pro- 
gram. 

"A number of desirable 
coins were included, and as 
the catalogue was not a 
long one, bidders were 
given ample time to make 
their bids. Wiliams. 
Sunday acted as auctioneer. 

"A noteworthy feature of 
the sale was the presence 
and bidding of a young 
lady, Mrs. Thelma Miller, 
of Chicago, who was present 
throughout the convention 
aS a visitor. She is a mem- 
ber of the Chicago Coin 
Chub. attendssitsymeetings,; 
and is an enthusiastic bid- 
der at the club's auctions. 

"It 1s seldom that a lady 
of any age is found inter- 
ested aS an active collect- 
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or, and it is most unusual 
to find a young lady of 
Mrs. Miller's age seriously 
interested in numismatics." 

This writer hasn't seen 
the catalog for this sale, 
but it seems logical that 
the offering may have been 
included in the convention 
program, aS was the case in 
1934) and o55% 

Apparently a sale wasn't 
held during the 1932 conven- 
tion. 

On 29 August 1933 Rollo 
Gilmore of Koin-X-Change 
conducted the auction at 
the Chicago convention. The 
catalog contains 29 pages 
and 1,150 lots, the largest 
ANA sale up to the time. 
From time to time copies of 
this sale appear and com- 
mand a strong price. 

Charles J. Molnar catalog- 
ed the auction in Cleveland 
which was held on 18 August 
1934. The sale was incorpor- 
ated into the convention 
program and consisted of 23 
pages and 590 lots. 

The following year in 
Pittsburg, William A. Gaede 
ran the auction, which was 
held on 24 August 1935. 
Again, the lots were offer- 
ed in the convention pro- 
gram, comprising 21 pages 
and 500 lots. Both of these 
sales are quite scarce but 
may be bought for a price. 

A sale was conducted at 
the Minneapolis convention 
on 24 August 1936, but Shee 
writer hasn't seen the cata- 
log, and the post-conven- 
tion report of the sale is 
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rather sketchy. On page 816 


mot the October’ issue of The 


Numismatist may be found 
this small commentary: "In 
the evening the ladies were 
taken to a moving-picture 
show while the men attended 
the auction sale of coins 
at the hotel. 

"The sale was conducted 
bysorGchur- Dp. White, chair- 
Meaneor thie auction .commit— 
tee, with Joseph B. Stack, 
GpeaNew York City, .acting as 
auctioneer. 

eTaesnumber of Lots offer-— 
ed was not large, but 
prices were good, with the 
number of real bargains com- 
paratively small. We be- 
fe vemanat one ot. “alper— 
pecs yeoood (United states 
dollar...was knocked down 
Poet eeZerbpe= tor 99 cents.” 

Sree oenhogust 1937 in. Wash- 
PmceOue ec. , charnies: Kohnen 
anoewOnm 2ug jOLntly ran 
Dnemsate.. The catalog, con= 
taining only 4 pages and 
POGe ots, .dasn t been seen 
Dyeeeaiss Wolter’. 

The 1938 convention was 
helaein columbus, Ohio, and 
the auction was held by the 
Columbus Numismatic Society 
Mmagermene direction-oOf JM. 
Henderson of 16 August. The 
catalog contains 14 pages 
Ando OweLots, Dut, again, 
this writer hasn't seen the 
catalog. 

The 1939 sale held in New 
VOM GaGiiay= One? Oe AUGUSt,» and 
Ehes U940eallceion-conducted 
Lye Detroit Ones August 
were both run under the aus- 
pices Of otack §s. 
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The 1939 catalog was 43 
pegesmin length and ortered 
ie i23 > lots; athe Wo40SoLrer— 
ing contained 42 pages and 
7009" lots. Although nor 
quite so common as catalogs 
emitted from 7194 )8tO, dace, 
these two pieces often are 
available in thé numismatic . 
marketplace at nominal 
prices. 

The 1941 and 1942 sales, 
VLOngewLtiegal lof sa neeCcatag 
Lodserromele4GmrOsdale; dre 
readily available, and will 
not be detailed in this 
arule le. 

Most collectors are of 
thevopinilontulat auctions 
weren't held in the war 
years of 1943, 1944 and 
1945, however, as detailed 
on page 804 of the October 
1943 issue of The Numisma- 
Pist.. An sallct1On, WaSecon= 
ducted by W.G. Rayson, good 
prices being realized." 

Whetiersorenoumearcata log 
was prepared for this event 
TSsunknOWnetOL tpl sawGhtei, 
The 1943 convention was a 
very streamlined affair due 
to travel conditions caused 


Tsy\ie iishelwel ANfete GHERE Bees) elehe 


ateali unl TKely tnatetue 
coins were sold from manu- 
Script. 

Tcl s believedrtnat. this 
amiicle contains every sanz 
auction sale conducted be- 
tween 1908 and 1940. If any 
reader is aware of errors 
Of tact Of OM1LSStOn;. ce 
writer would appreciate the > 
Imfonmation, SO, coat COrrecs 
tions could be made in a 
possible follow-up piece. 
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THE LAST WORD... 


Coming Up (for Air) 
From Down Under (the Mud) 
And Other Miscellaneous 


"T£ you weren't told, you 
wouldn't know department: ' 
EFarlier in the year I was 
appOIneed publicity Chair 
Manereonr FE lorrdalUnrieed, Nu= 
mismatists"* (FUN) annual 
convention; as it develop- 
ed, the work also included 
that of advertising agent. 

I didn't realize what I 
was getting into; publicity 
wasn't a problem, but work- 
ing with 20 national maga- 
ZING Slat toe cur mcd 1h LO we 
ponymare, which is slightly 
less than a full nightmare. 

Conversely, working with 
the major hobby publica- 
tions has been a genuine 
pleasure; the advertising 
staffs of CoinAge, Coin 
World, Collectibles Tlius— 
trated, Numismatic News, 
and The Numismatist get a 
Hetty (lip os my siat..: 

Now you Know why your 
Magazine 1S tardy ei but 
Stid within. tie (halt "aid — 
ter!) The Winter issue is 
planned for February, and 
the Spring assue for Aprile 
Geteencce artic locsand 
advertising to me now! 

Kank EK eK ek 

PeECCeaVecar ein Cp uieo 
to my appeal for opinions 
on the typefaces:and lay—- 
out of the magazine. Would- 
nit Vous know, Toureco sour. 
Since you ver read Chis itar, 
you'r] realize that eh toroke 
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the tie by selecting the 
format. you're lookinggars 

It isn't the neatest a 
it's more practical, (oped 
reasons: two columns allow 
more versatility when lay- 
ing-out the pages, and it 
allows placement of verti- 
cal, one-column ads and 
photographs. 

The obvious disadvantages 
are the large amounts of hy- 
phenation (see!) and the 
‘ragged right" columise 

The only major flaw in 
the OmniWriter program that 
I'm aware of is when juSti- 
fying, an extra Space sae 
serted after the first word 
of every line, creating the 
journalism term known as a 
"river. The only. excepa. 
ions are when hyphenating 
or on a carriage return. 
HesWare, which markets the 
program, 1S impotence 

Until. TI “locate and as 
another program that "7 icae. 
perform this one, despite 
its fatlts, or 1 cen %ene awe 
another printer with propor- 
tional spacing, we" il) aes 
have to 'live with it.' 

kK Kk kK *® * 

A pen-pal asked about my 
writing reference books: 
Most used is my handy-dandy 
Webster's Instant Word 
Guide for spelling and hy- 
phenation (again!) Within 
arm reach, in’ order?omeu.— 
age: Roget's...ThesSaurus; 
Webster's New Collegiate 
Dictionary; The Chicago 
Manual of Style; Success 


With Words. There're more, 


but this column ends here! 


Fall, 1984 


_ NUMISMA 


Reprint of Ed. Frossard's classic house organ, limited 
to only one hundred numbered copies. Offset from one 
of the few original sets still intact. Nearly 500 pages. — 
Spiral bound in tan, heavy ean Leer One of only 

a handful of early privately published periodicals to 

endure as evidenced by its fourteen year lifespan. 
Filled with informative, interesting and humorous 


articles and anecdotes. Outspoken and often critical 


of his contemporaries, Frossard's journal reflects the 
romanticism and simplicity of the hobby in its infancy. 
Witness firsthand the scathing pen as it was directed 
at such luminaries as John Scott, W. Elliot Woodward, 
the Chapman Brothers, and David peeeery while at 
the same time showering its affection toward Edward 
Cogan, William Strobridge, and S.K. Harzfeld, among 
others. While of American influence, numerous mono7 
graphs appear relating to foreign and ancient numis- 
matics. A must for the finest of numismatic libraries. 
Price: $128.00, postpaid, while the supply lasts. 
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§ 
5 B 
§ WHAT men have owed to books is more or less 
§ what men have made: of their civel Zagspome 
§ Without record, human ideas would have 
§ vanished like uncaptive lightning. Yep stOrmaas 
s all these’ real debts ‘to ‘sectetyy, =. aia 5 
5 the greatest gift through books to mankind § 
¥ is the securing ‘of the reader against whag, § 
§ without books, would be hopeless savage 5 
5 loneliness. The book means “most ® tor Ghewmar a 
y whose spirit it companions. I do noOtyai aa G 
5 that a man has learned the reaches of human 4 
ys existence until he has experienced that 
5 companionship. 
i) 
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